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This thesis is concerned to delineate the demographical characteristics
of selected Thai children which impinge upon the degree of their satisfaction
with foreign cartoon characters. Additionally considered are the exposure
behaviors of these children insofar as they affect the satisfaction of these
children with foreign cartoon characters. Also taken into account are the
contents, styles and presentations of the cartoons in which the characters are
depicted in their affects on the satisfaction of children with foreign cartoon
characters.

The population sample was comprised of male and female Prathom
Sueksa students between the ages of ten and twelve who were domiciled in

Bangkok Metropolis. The researcher selected Prathom Sueksa students from
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four private schools in the Bangkok Metropolitan area, namely, Samittichote
School, Phra Manda Nijjanukrau School, Pramote Chaviya Ram Indra School,
and Sai Namtip School.

The population size was determined by an extrapolation from the Taro
Yamané table at the reliability level of 95 percent with a margin of error no
greater than 5 percent at the statistically significant level of .05 Accordingly,
the sample population comprised 500 subjects of investigation selected by means
of the multi-stage sampling method and thence by the simple random sampling
method. The instrument of research was a questionnaire.

The techniques of descriptive statistics used in the analysis, formulation
and tabulation of the collected data were frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation. z-test and one-way ahalysis of variance (ANOVA) were
also methods employed for testing purposes. The least significant difference
(LSD) multiple comparison technique was used in cases in which differences
were found to be at a statistically significant level.

Findings are as follows:

1. Of the Thai children investigated, those who were eleven years of age
evinced a preference for viewing foreign cartoons more frequently than those
who were ten years of age. It was also ascertained that the majority of the
children under investigation lived with their parents.

2. In regard to the exposure behavior of these children viewing cartoons,
it was found that most of thé children had viewed such cartoons on average

from one to two years. The majority of the children under investigation viewed
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cartoons on television. The most frequent days of the week the children viewed
such cartoons were Saturdays and Sundays. The majority of them viewed
cartoons on Channel 9 with a preference for solo viewing.

3. In regard to the content of foreign cartoons, it was found that the
children under study preferred adventure and investigation cartoons in addition
to being enamored with humorous cartoons. They evince dislike for cartoons
depicting violence. |

4. In regard to the patterns of foreign cartoons, it was found that children
preferrgd cartoons with interesting illustrations. The majority of students
preferred cartoons with many episodes in a series. Most of those investigated
preferred Japanese cartoons and those with depictions of human characters.

5. In regard to the presentation of three-dimensional (3 D) animation
cartoons, children preferred the presentation of cartoons which depicted adults
and older people in addition to some other styles. The majority preferred the
presentation of cartoon characters who were heroes in addition to being evokers
of powerful forces.

6. In regard to the satisfaction of children viewing cartoons, it was found
that the sample population of students were satisfied 'Wi'[h viewing cartoons at

the highest level (X=4.99) and at a high level (X=4.48), respectively.





