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The purposes of this ‘thesis were a comparative study on the concept of duty in
Kant’s moral philosophy and Budhaddsa Bhikkhu in order to compare the similarities and
the differences of both concepts by using documentary research methodology for studying
data, collecting data, comparative analysis and conclusion according to the purpose of this
study.

The finding was found that there are six main similarities between the ethics in
regards to duties of Kant and Buddhaddsa Bhikkhu, which are: (1) The role of wisdom ‘
towards duties; (2) the motivation of duties; (3) the universal of ethics; (4) the duties
towards oneself and the others; (5) the duty for duty’s sake and (6) the righteousness and
the perfect human being.

But there are four main differences of the concept of duty between Kant and
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, they are as follows: (1) Universal law of ethics. Kant believes that
men can create their own moral laws from their own inner reasons without the influence
from external things and experiences. In other hand, Buddhaddsa Bhikkhu believes that
morality comes from internal wisdom which allows men to understand the nature and the
law of nature. (2) Duties towards the others, Kant believes that men should not use the
others as a means to achieve their goals. But Buddhadasa Bhikkhu holds that the
performance of duties towards the others must be carried out with a loving-kindness.
(8) The duty for duty’s sake, according to Kant, this can only be an action which is against
one’s feelings. As for Buddhadisa Bhikkhu, this is the practicing of Dhamma in order to
get rid of an egoism in one’s mind or to destroy one’s passion, which is the main cause for
performing human’s duties. And (4) Being the perfect human being. According to Kant, to
be the perfect human being is to do one’s best or the most righteous duties. But for
Buddhadisa Bhikkhu, the most perfect human being is the one who liberates oneself from

all defilements or attains the Nibbana as the highest goal of Buddhism.





