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This research is aimed at designing an intensive course to improve public primary school
students’ English proficiency in listening and speaking, and to enhance their attitudes towards
English. The teaching method used in the course is the Eclectic Approach, which selectively utilizes
the strengths of several methods, such as the Communicative Method, Audiolingual Method and Total
Physical Responsé. |

The subjects are 17 Grade 3 graduates of Baansanpasak School in Hangdong district, Chiang
Mai. To meet the research objectives and to have variety, the research participants were chosen
randomly based on their English grades. They are the strongest, the average and the weakest from the
3 classes of Grade 3. The research lasted for 2 weeks starting from Monday to Saturday, 5 hours a
day, 3 hours in the morning and 2 hours in the afternoon. Thai teachers were responsible for the
course contents in the morning whereas a native speaker of English was in charge of the reviews,
practices and language activities in the afternoon.

The data were collected from the pre and post listening - speaking proficiency tests, the pre
and post tests on students’ attitudes towards English, behavioral observations, interviews, and video
recordings.

The results from the research show that the intensive course was able to improve the
students’ proficiency in listening and speaking, and to enhance their attitudes towards English as
hypothesized. The feasons are probably because of the well-designed course responding to students’
readiness, the use of the Eclectic Method, the appropriate teaching procedures, the suitable proportion
between teacher and students, the absence of severe punishment, compliment giving, rewarding as
well as a good care and treatment.

However, the statistical values, after the course, for some items on listening, speaking and
attitudes were similar to or lower than those before the course. This was probably due to various
reasons. As for listening, the problem derived from defective tape recordings and students’
unreadiness for studying., With reépect to speaking, the problem was caused by time constraint,
discontinuation of contents, incompleteness of some activities, the teachers’ use of the Thai language
including the insufficiency of communicative learning activities. In terms of attitudes, the problem
arose from students’ misunderstanding of some words or sentences used in the attitude questionnaire

and their lack of constant practice in listening and speaking English.
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The suggestions to improve students’ listening are that there should be a well-designed
course and a reliable assessment. Moreover, the teacher needs to be a good model in p;onouncing and
speaking English. In regard to speaking, students’ speaking can be improved through changing
teachers’ attitudes, organizing appropriate learning activities, planning to modify the contents, and
providing clear and valid assessments. When it comes to enhancing attitudes, teachers are required not
only to promote good attitudes and change bad ones, but also to create surroundings favorable for the
studying of English.

However, the use of the intensive course has led to several problems: the teachers’ somewhat
fair knowledge of English, lack of good teaching preparation for every single step and occasionally
unfavorable attitudes toward the intensive course and toward the students’ English background.
Moreover, the intensive course has not been evaluated either by experts or piloted before classroom
use. Finally, most students have a poor or fair knowledge of English and poor or fair listening and
speaking skills. To solve the problems, the teachers should be given an intensive training ¢ourse to
improve their knowledge of English, class preparation and to change their attitudes. As for the
intensive course, it should be evaluated, to ensure reliability, by experts and piloted before classroom

use.





