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This thesis delineates the demographical characteristics of selected
Ramkhamhaeng University (RU) students who view the “This Morning News”
program on Channel 3. Considered also are factors affecting the viewing of this
program by the RU students under investigation. Finally, taken into account are
the components of the program and the perceived benefits gained from the content
of the program on the part of the students in question.

The sample population consisted of selected RU undergraduate students
registered in the first semester of the academic year 2007. A questionnaire was
used as ah instrument of research to collect data.

The data collected from administering the questionnaire were analyzed,

formulated and tabulated by means of techniques of descriptive statistics, namely,
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frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. A technique of inferential
‘statistics used in testing was one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). In cases of

- differences found to be at the statistically significant level of 0.05, the least
significant difference (LSD) method was employed. Finally, Pearson’s product
moment correlation coefficient was employed in computing correlations between
variables.

Findings are as follows:

1. Differences in the demographical characteristics of educational level and
income affected differences in the viewing of the “This Morning News” program.
It was found that undergraduate students viewed the program at a higher level than

- diploma students. Students with a monthly income between 5,000 and 8,000 baht
and 8,001 baht or more viewed the program less frequently than students with an
income of less than 3,000 baht.

2. In regard to the content of the program, it was found that students viewed
economic news at a higher level than social news. When the content of the news
was constituted by a presentation of an elucidating news analysis, respondents paid
heed to such modern and up-to-date accounts of current events. Such information
could be used in reminding students of the need to expand the scope of the

-knowledge they had and to pay attention to the need to work at a higher level
‘without focusing on narrow concerns with self.

In any event, the program presents news on sports at a higher level than
news on politics. The perceived benefits of social news reported are at a higher
level than news pertaining to the general public.

3. In regard to the components of the program (news presenters, news

pictures, and reliability), it was found that students more frequently viewed the
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program because of news pictures rather than presenters. They viewed the program
on a continuous basis because of the style and gestures of the news presenteré,
which made the news more interesting at a higher level than other enjoyable
"components of the program.

4. In regard to the perceived benefits of viewing the program, it was found
that gaining knowledge of economics was at the highest level. Next in descending
order was succor in enhancing everyday life skills. At the third level was gaining a
greater knowledge of politics, a factor which was directly correlated with viewing

the program.





