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This thesis has a tripartite structure. First are investigated the roles of
the members of the Senate in accordance with the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 (C. E. 1997). Next investigated are the
political roles of members of the Senate by reference to the intent of the
Constitution. Finally, investigated is whether or not the roles, the duties and
the aﬁthority vested in the members of the Senate are in accordance with the
intent of the Constitution.

Findings are as follows:
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1. Under the Constitution of Thailand B.E. 2540 (C. E. 1997), the
members of the Senate were elected for the first time through direct electlons
71n view of an extended franchise. Furthermore, the roles, authorities, and
dgties of the members of the Senate were concomitantly augmented.

2. Under the Constitution, the directly elected senators have as their
paramount duty the investigation of the performance of the government and
yet are charged with remaining neutral. In this perspective, the major role of
senators and the authority vested in the Senate pertain to the Senate as an
“Investigatory Council” and as a “Filter Council.”

Accordingly, as a consequence of the authority vested in the Senate, its
role is magnified and extended. The Senators are empowered to control and
investigate the government, given the authority to oversee the bureaucracy,
and to render advice and consent regarding matters important to the nation,
especially in regard to those who hold office. In accordance with the
stipulations of the Constitution, Senators are invested with the power to
investigate cases of putative official malfeasance and can subsequently depose
office holders in cases in which culpability is proven.

3. The majority of the members of the Senate have relationships with
political parties, whether the ruling party or opposition parties. This state of
affairs affecfs the rolés and the authéﬁty vested in the members 6f the Senate,
1nasmuch as it leads to 1nefﬁ01ency and ineffectiveness in carrying out the

‘ dutles of the Senate. Unfortunately, this situation is in violation of the intent

of the Constitution.





