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The purposes of this study were: 1) to study the concept of the theory of knowledge of

ABSTRACT

Theravada Buddhist philosophy and John Locke, and 2) to compare and contrast the concept of
theory of knowledge of both philosophies.

The results of the study signified that according to Theravada Buddhist philosophy,
there are two kinds of knowledge which were 1) sensory perception that can be gained by six
senses organs, and 2) extrasensory perception that can be attained by insight meditation.

According to John Locke, knowledge can be gained by sensation that received simple
ideas of things from without into the mind and that mind contemplated those ideas as a
complex one.

The similarities of both concepts were that both philosophies insisted that perception
was the origin of knowledge and the process of knowledge was the sensation. (But the concept
of process and origin of knowledge of Theravada Buddhist philosophy is wider than John
Locke’s concept in the case of knowledge from extrasensory perception.)

Their differences were: 1) Theravada Buddhist philosophy insisted the sensory and
extrasensory perception whereas John Locke only insisted sensory perception 2) Theravada
Buddhist philosophy insisted that extent of knowledge can be wide more than ideas got from
sensational organs whereas John Locke denied 3) Theravada Buddhist philosophy denied the
revelation from God but John Locke accepted, and 4) Theravada Buddhist philosophy
evaluated the faith consisting of wisdom as the knowledge whereas John Locke evaluated it as

the proof of knowledge beyond sense organs.





