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This thesis investigates the knowledge and understanding the executive
board, members of the municipal council, and other officials of Mueang Surat
Thani have in regard to their administrative roles, authority, and duties.
Additionally considered and compared is the actual performance of these
officials in respect to their roles, authority, and duties in local administration.

The sample population for this investigation was comprised of 142
members of the executive board, members of the municipal council, and other

officials of Mueang Surat Thani.
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The instrument of research allowing for the drawing' of comparisons
‘was a tripartite questionnaire schematized as follows:

Part 1: General demographical data pertaining to the respondents;

Part 2: The knowledge and understanding of the roles, authority, and
duties in local administration of the officials under examination; and

Part 3: Performance in accordance with the roles, authority, and duties
in local administration of the officials under investigation.

The techniques of descriptive statistics used in the analysis,
formulation and tabulation of the data obtained were frequency, percentage,
mean and standard deviation. For hypothesis testing, the techniques of #-test
and F-test were used. In determining statistically significant differences
between pairs, Scheffé’s pair-wise comparison method was employed.

Findings of this research are as follows:

1. It was found that the knowledge and understanding of the roles
played, authority exercised, and duties performed in local administration by
the officials under investigation were at a low level.

2. Overall, the level of performance in accordance with their roles,
authority, and duties in local administration of the officials under
investigation was assessed at a high level. Next in order were the aspects of
decision making, planning, and budget management, respectively.

" 3. In comparing performance in accordance with the roles, authority,
and duties in local administration of the officials under investigation as
classified by the demographical characteristics of gender, age, and length of

“employment, the researcher found no concomitant differences. Classified by
educational level, there were differences found in regard to performance at the
statistically significant level of .05, whereas classified by position differences

were found at the statistically significant level of .01.





