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Thailand has many conservation-worthy natural resources. Some
natural resources have been exploited in an inappropriate mannér and not in
accordance with ecosystem preservation. This leads to deterioration and
destruction to such an extent restitution becomes infeasible. Most
environmental problems stem from human actions. Human beings utilize
conservation-worthy natural resources for short-term benefits. At present
there are no explicit legal provisions for managing conservation-worthy
natural resources.

Furthermore, conservation-worthy natural resources located in
conservation and environmentally protected areas are legally protected under
the laws specifically designed for such areas. For example, the Royal Forest

Department was responsible for the National Forest Reserve Act B.E. 2507



2150595

(C.E. 1964) and the National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation
Department was responsible for the National Park Act B.E. 2504 (C.E. 1961)
etc. Natural resources not falling under the rubric of environmentally
protected natural resources are excluded from environmental protection
measures and accordingly become the responsibility of local administrative
organizations. Charged with the responsibility of overseeing the exploitation
of natural resources not specifically enjoying environmentally protected
status are local administrative organizations whose duties are enjoined by
Article 290 of the Constitution B.E. 2550 (C.E. 2007) and the Act to Support
and Maintain the Quality of the Environment B.E. 2535 (C.E. 1992).
However, this Act does not have any provisions designed to protect
conservation-worthy natural resources in a direct manner.

Therefore, this thesis is concerned with analyzing putative legal
measures designed to protect conservation—wofthy natural resources not
falling into the category of natural resources with loci in areas which are
specifically protected. Such measures may fall under the rubrics of civil,
criminal or administrative law as the case may be. Additionally considered in
this thesis is the participation of local residents in managing and protecting
conservation-worthy natural resources of the kind just described. Finally,
suggestions are made which should serve as guidelines for issuing provisions
or amending relevant laws in the future.

Findings indicate that there are many natural resources which are

valuable and important. Such conservation-worthy natural resources are not
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always found in officially protected domains. There is no responsible public
sector agency directly overseeing natural resources such as these. Local
communities have not seriously engaged in conserving non-protected
conservation-worthy natural resoﬁrces in their areas. Even though there are
many environmental laws on the books, each of these laws pertains only to
particular cases. It has been therefore determined that even if enforced, |
current environmental laws cannot prevent depredations of conservation-
worthy natural resources or lead to solutions to associated problems.

This thesis therefore suggests that the Tambon Administration
Organization as a local administration unit privy to specific knowledge of
circumambient conservation-worthy natural resources be charged with the
responsibility of managing them. Local communities should participate in
framing measures to manage conservation-worthy natural resources in areas
adjacent to their communities, but which do not enjoy officially sanctioned
conservation and preservation status. Such local participation would be
conducive to the perpetual sustaining of conservation-worthy natural

resources.

In addition, finally, the researcher suggests Article 6 of the Act to
Promote and Maintain the Natural Environmental Quality B.E. 2535 (C. E.
1992) be amended and improved. Provisions pertaining to the rights of
individuals to organize as members of a local community for purposes of
managing natural resources and the environment should be added. Such

provisions would be in accordance with the intent of the Constitution.





