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Thai culture plays an important role in society and the whole nation.
A reason for maintaining Thai culture is that culture is an inheritance of the
race passed from generation to generation. The arts and culture of each nation
is a component of its civilization and the world’s. There is a continuity in
cultural inheritance which is reflective of a nation’s roots and foundation
inseparable from long having one’s own identity stems from a way of life
reflective of a nation’s roots and foundation continuously constitutive of
long-standing cultural practices.

Thai culture as expressed in entertainment media is well accepted by
foreigners. However, the effects of foreign culture can be seen through
changes in Thai culture. Instances in which practices stemming from foreign

culture have replaced practices reflective of Thai culture can be seen in
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greetings. In such cases, handshaking or kissing on the cheek has been
substituted for the wai or again the consuming Thai sweets is replaéed by the
eating of cake, etc.

Findings indicate that the National Culture Act B.E. 2485 (C.E. 1942),
the Movie Act B.E. 2473 (C.E. 1930), the Movie and Video Act B.E. 2551
(C.E. 2008), and the Prime Minister’s Office Announcement of Guidelines
for the Maintenance, Promotion and Development of Culture B.E. 2529
(C.E. 1986) provide no provisions or articles on appropriate punitive
measures which would instigate an awareness on the part of the Thai people
of the need to promote, maintain, and protect Thai culture in the movie
entertainment media. Additionally, there is no governmental department
charged with the duty of overseeing practices in this sphere.

To this end, the researcher makes the following suggestions:

Entertainment media should be an integral component in the
pfofnotion, maintenance, and protection of Thai culture. The government
should be responsible for movie entertainment media by issuing a law in this
domain designed to promote, maintain, and protect Thai culture. The types of
cultural expression worthy of promotion, maintenance, and protection in this
area are traditional, new, and anticipated cultural expressions.

Therefore, legal measures promoting, maintaining, and protecting Thai
culture, movies and video should be promulgated. Regulatory measures
directed at both domestic and foreign producers of movies and videos conduce

~ to the promotion, maintenance and protection of Thai culture. At the same
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time, provisions should be issued to prevent the presentation of highly
respected aspects of Thai culture in a negative way, including the use of
drugs in temples and the killing of monks. That the depiction of such actions
are strictly prohibited should be made crystal clear to the entertainment media
by punitive measures being brought to bear on offenders. Finaliy, Thai
culture should be encouraged in the entertainment media by instituting
programs in which exemplary productions are given awards or reducing the
tax burden on those who contribute to the endeavor of promoting,

maintaining, and protecting Thai culture in this area.





