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This thesis compiles the demographical characteristics of voters insofar
as they affected the casting of votes for the election of members of the House
of Representatives in C.E. 2007. It is also concerned with how using the mass
media affected voting in this election. In this connection, additionally taken
into account is how the political participation of voters affected the casting of
votes in the aforesaid election. Finally, canvassed were the qualifications of
candidates and political parties insofar as they affected the casting of votes in

the election under investigation.
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The research population consisted of members of the general public who
have the right to vote in accordance with criteria stipulated in the constitution
and who reside in Lak Si district, a total of 87,372 persons. The size of the
sample population was determined by an extrapolation from the 1973 table of
Taro Yamané at the reliability level of 95.5 percent with a margin of error of
+5 percent. Accordingly, the sample population was composed of 400 voters
meeting the aforementioned qualifications. The instrument of research was a
questionnaire.

The techniques of descriptive statistics used in the analysis, formulation
and tabulation of the data collected were frequency, percentage, mean (X)
and standard deviation (S.D.). The techniques of inferential statistics employed
were #-test and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). In case of differences
at a statistically significant level of 0.05, the method of least significant
difference (LSD) multiple comparison was additionally deployed.

Findings are as follows:

1. The demographical factors of voters affecting the casting of votes in
the election of members to the House of Representatives at the highest level
was being a member of the age group of those between the ages of fifty-six
and sixty-five, having the marital status of widow, and being an adhereﬁt of
the Islamic religion.

- 2. The mass media medium most frequently utilized by the voters under
investigation was the radio. These voters had their memories jogged by repeatedly

hearing the number of their preferred candidate. The selection process of these
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voters also involved accessing information from the Internet in respect to the
candidates. Interest in various candidates was also kindled by outside election
posters, the dimensions of which were 120 x 240 cm.

Other media used in selecting the preferred candidate were selecting
the preferred candidate by reference to information gleaned from the media,
selecting the preferred candidate by reference to the head of the party as depicted
in the media, selecting the preferred candidate by reference to the details
pertaining to the candidate as displayed in the media, selecting the preferred
candidates by reference to the frequency with which the preferred candidate
was depicted, described or viewed in the media, selecting the preferred
candidate by reference to media information detailing celebrity endorsements
of the preferred candidafe.

3. The political participation of the voters affecting the casting of votes
at the highest level was listening to all of the speeches of the preferred candidate,
and efforts to persuade others to select the preferred candidate of the voters
under scrutiny. |

4. The qualifications of the candidates and political parties affecting the
casting of votes at the highest level were the process of selecting the candidate
and human relations, as well as the good attributes of the candidate. Additional
factors in selecting the candidate were selecting the candidate by reference to
the candidate’s high status, the candidate’s frequency in visiting the area, to
being acquainted with the candidate, the preference of the political party to

which the candidate belongs, the preference of the head of the political party
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to which the candidate belongs, the candidate’s former position as a member
of the House of Representatives representing the area, and to the candidate’s
being in the same political party as in the previous election.

5. In regard to the level at which decisions to cast votes for members of
the House of Representatives classified by reference to means, it was found
that the qualifications and background of the candidate exhibited the highest
mean (X=4.27). Furthermore, in descending order of levels of mean were the
political party’s policy (X =4.26); the former performance of the candidate
(X=4.10); the political party (X=4.09); the direction of preference displayed
by the political party (X=3.31); advertising posters, brochures and pamphlets
concerning the candidate (X=3.25); the method of obtaining votes for the
candidate (X=3.15); solicitations or cajolings from relatives (X=2.24); rewards
or gifts given by candidates or canvassers in return for votes (X=2.03), and,

finally, importuning by community leaders (X=1.98), respectively.





