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Abortion is a worldwide problem. Thailand is no exception. Abortion
is not a new problem since it has long existed. Moreover, there has been
failure in solving the problems stemming from abortion in view of an absence
of discussion and insufficient attention being paid to the question.
Furthermore, the abortion problem has nowadays swiftly increased in
importance.

The Criminal Code of Thailand prohibits abortion, the allowable
exceptions as stated in Article 305 notwithstanding. The exceptions
permitting abortion are only twofold. Abortion is permitted if the life or
health of the gravid female is at stake. In addition, abortion is permitted
when a pregnancy is the consequence of criminal offenses having been

committed.



216830

However, these exceptions are insufficient in view of current social
conditions. Even though the circumstances of their pregnancies do not allow
for subsuming them under the rubrics of the aforesaid allowable exceptions,
there are women who become pregnant while yet being unready to bear a
child for various reasons. As a consequence, such women may obtain risky
and often dangerous illegal abortions.

The researcher compared the abortion laws of Thailand with foreign
abortion laws in order to become cognizant of how foreign abortion laws
have evolved in comparison to those in Thailand. In addition, advantages
stemming from changes in foreign 1a§v regarding the conditions under which
abortions are permitted under the law provide additional reasons for
amplifying or augmenting the conditions under which abortions would be
permitted in Thai law.

The researcher has determined that foreign abortion laws have constantly
changed in response to needs to solve societal problems in a given period.
These changes have included expanding the grounds for allowing abortions.
However, Thai abortion laws have never been changed in the last fifty years,
the upshot of which is that these laws are inappropriate for solving problems
pertaining to abbrtion under current societal conditions. An instance in
question is that the process of obtaining permission to have an abortion
performed is lengthy. Therefore, a streamlining of this process is clearly

required.
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The researcher accordingly suggests amending Article 305 of the

Criminal Code by admitting additional exceptions permitting abortions to be
performed even when conception has not occurred as a consequence of a
criminal offense having been committed. Legal abortion would decrease the
risks and dangers of abortion. Moreover, legal abortion would ensure that
females having abortions would be able to receive good medical care from
doctors who have relevant knowledge and professional expertise. Females
who have such legal abortions should be given information and instruction in
both the pre- and post-abortion periods. This would ensure that such females
could live a normal life after an abortion had been performed and would also

learn how to prevent the need for having another abortion.





