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Land is an important factor in securing and providing adequate
accommodations to meet the needs of the general public. Even though
increases in population continue at an incessant rate and in an unabated
fashion, the amount of available land remains constant. As such,
accommodation requirements and the use of land for business purposes have
brought about a great deal of expansion in the land business.

In terms of the Land Code, the law has regulated the trade of land in a
manner earmarked to protect those who purchase land, as well as guaranteeing
land rights for those engaged in the land trade. The Land Code was issued on
December 1, 1954 and has continually been enforced since the day it came

into effect. The law has never been changed or amended with all stipulations
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and procedures remaining fully intact.

However, the land and property business has nowadays greatly
expanded. Therefore, there are problems regarding the enforcement of this
law under the greatly changed circumstances of the present day. In addition,
more recently has been promulgated the Act on Land Allocation B.E. 2543
(2000), thereby bringing in its wake further difficulties. These difficulties
stem from the fact that there are overlapping regulations governing the trade
in land and land allocation. This in turn has resulted in difficulties in complete
enforcement of the provisions of the Land Trade Code.

Although at present the law regarding land has been nullified as a

: consequence of an amendment to the Land Code (Issue 12) B.E. 2551 (2008),
not all difficulties have been eliminated in view of associated legal loopholes.
Some land traders use such loopholes to conduct land business in a fashion
that allows them to circumvent certain provisions of the law on land
allocation. In another instance, circumventing certain provisions of the law
has allowed foreigners to have land rights in Thailand.

Therefore, the deleterious effects of nullifying the law on land trade
should be taken into account in addition to certain advantageous aspects of
this now defunct law. Adjustments should be made so as to solve the
problems mentioned and to protect those who purchase land. Legal measures
should be developed to the end of punishing foreigners and Thai nationals
who aid and abet foreigners in circumventing the law in order to acquire land
in Thailand. Certain laws and regulations should be altered to fit changed
circumstances, more fully developed, or amended. The goal should be to
develop more efficient means of conducting the land business, as well as
making certain that laws governing the land business has positive effects on
the national economy and redounds to the benefit of the members of the

general public at large.





