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This thesis investigates the readiness of Sripathum University lecturers
to utilize e-learning. In addition, considered are the levels of acceptance
regarding e-learning expressed by these lecturers.

Using a subpopulation sampling method, the researcher selected a
sample population consisting of 202 full-time lecturers at the Bang Khen
Campus of Sripathum University who were teaching in the academic year
2008. Members of the sample population were chosen in accordance with the
faculty at which these lecturers vtaught. These faculties were the Faculties of
Law, Business Administration, Mass Communication, Accounting,
Engineering, Liberal Arts, Economics, Informatics, Architecture, and Digital

Media. In addition, members of the sample population included lecturers who
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taught under the auspices of the General Education Office and other lecturers
in various departments of Sripathum University.

The instfument of research was a questionnaire used to measure the
readiness and acceptance of the faculty members being investigated. The
reliability level of the whole questionnéire was couched at the level of 0.980.
Furthermore, in each of the five aspects, the reliability level was determined
to be set at 0.940, 0.942, 0.949, 0.939, and 0.937, respectively. In measuring
the degree to which those sampled adhered to the five steps of acceptance, the
reliability level was established to be at 0.926, 0.897, 0.907, 0.856, and 0.937,
respectively.

Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of mean, percentage and standard deviation. One-way
analysis of variance (ANOVA) and Scheffé’s paired comparison techniques
were also employed for testing purposes.

Findings are as follows:

1. In regard to readiness to use e-learning, the lecturers under
examination were found to evince readiness to utilize e-learning at a moderate
level with the mean for readiness determined to be at 3.16.

2. Differences in respect to the demographical characteristics of
gender, age, academic rank, and teaching experience were not .found to be
correlated with concomitant differences in the lecturers’ readiness to make use
of e-learning in the aspects of personnel, budget, basic structure and

equipment, lecturer knowledge and capacity, and e-learning content.
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3. In regard to the acceptance of e-learning by the lecturers under
study, it was found that overall lecturers exhibited acceptance of e-learning at
a moderate level with the mean of acceptance being 3.41. When considering
each step in the process of acceptance, it was found that the steps of awareness
and verification were determined to be at a high level with the mean being
3.75 and 3.55, respectively.

4. Concerning the demographical characteristic of age, it was found
that this characteristic was correlated with corresponding differences in
accei)tance in respect to the step of awareness at the statistically significant
level of .05. Lecturers between the ages of thirty-one and thirty-five exhibited
a greater awareness of e-learning than those who were younger than thirty
years of age. The steps of motivation, decision, trial, and verification were
found not to be correlated with concomitant differences in the degree of
acceptance of e-learning on the part of these lecturers. Differences in the
demographical characteristics of géﬁder, academic rank, and teaching
experience were additionally found not to be correlated with corresponding
differences in lecturer acceptance in respect to the steps of awareness, -
motivation, decision, trial, and verification.

5. Suggestions regarding e-learning vis-a-vis the lecturers under study
are as follows:

5.1 Lecturers should be trained in the use of programs applied to
development of media for e-learning.

5.2 E-learning should be used in theoretical subjects, but it should
not be used in applied subjects.

53 The university should issue a clear policy regarding e-learning
in regard to the number of times this method of instruction can be used by
means of networks. Finally, policy should be clarified in regard to

remuneration for such teaching.





