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Using a descriptive research approach, the researcher investigates the
relationship between the maternal perception of respiratory tract infection
disease and the behaviors displayed in caring for sick children suffering from
this disease at Ramathibodi Hospital.

The sample population consisted of 176 mothers of sick children who
were younger than five years of age and who had received medical
examination and treatment for acute respiratory tract infection at the Infected

Children Ward, Pediatrics Department, Ramathibodi Hospital. The sample
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population was collected between January and October 2008 by meané of an
application of the technique of specifically qualified purposive sampling.

" The instruments of research were as follows: A questionnaire
pertaining to basic demographical factors, a questionnaire concerning the
perception of acute respiratory tract infection, and a questionnaire regarding
the maternal behaviors expressed in the course of caring for these children
with acute respiratory tract infection.

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics in connection with
Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient. Differences were tested
using t-test and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA).

Findings are as follows:

1. The majority of mothers under study had an overall perception of the
disease at a moderate level (M = 53.68, SD = 2.50).

2. The majority of mothers under study exhibited behaviors of caring
for these children with acute respiratory tract infection at a moderate level
(M=46.13, SD = 1.83).

3. The perception of the disease was found to be positively correlated
with the behaviors of caring for the children with the disease under study at a
statistically significant level of .01 (» = .329, p <.01).

4. The mothers under study who differed in the perception of the
disease exhibited concomitant differences in respect to scores on the
behaviors of caring for the children with the disease under study at a

statistically significant level of .05 (p < .05).
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5. The mothers under study who differed in the basic demographical
characteristics of age and educational level exhibited corresponding
differences in’ the behaviors of ca\l:ing for the children with the disease being
investigated at a statistically significant level of .05 (p <.05). The mothers
under study who differed in the basic demographical characteristics of
occupation, average family income, and receiving information failed to
display concomitant differences in behaviors of caring for the children with

the disease being considered in the current inquiry.





