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This thesis investigates the effects of regulatory restrictions on Chinese
businesses in Thailand by reference to the social status of Thailand’s working
class in the era of Field Marshal Phibunsongkram (1938-1957). It is accepted
that the Thai authorities were liberal in their treatment of Chinese businesses
for a long period of time. The Chinese were able to form their own community,
and their conduct of business influenced the economy of Thailand. Leading
Chinese could mix with Thai elite groups because this was deemed mutually

beneficial. The Chinese working class, however, at times created problems
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and exerted influence through forming labor organizations ensuring they
‘would benefit from their labor.

| : Problems for the Chinese were greatly accentuated in the period from
C. E. 1938 to 1957 because the nationalistic policy of the goVemment hindered
Chinese activities. As a consequence, measures were taken by the government
to reserve certain rights and benefits to Thailand and the Thai people. Findings
show that the regulatory restrictions on Chinese businesses were promulgated
in two periods. The restrictions of the first period (C. E. 1938-1944) were a
consequence of nationalistic views adopted by modern leaders who were
educated in the West. The influence of Japanese fascism increased in the
second period (C. E. 1948-1957). This was a consequence of communism
spreading from the Soviet Union and from mainland China and the influence
of a new power, the United States of America, which intended to reap benefits
from activities in Indo-China and Thailand. Accordingly, governmental
measures mandated dividing Thai society into two groups: Thai and Chinese.
In fact, all these measures were selected by the government to deal with anti-
government Chinese. Those Chinese enjoying a mutually beneficial relationship
with the government were not affected. Those who were most affected by
these measures were members of the Chinese working class. The reservation
of professions for Thais, the system of tax collection, and the regulations
concerning employment of laborers during the Second World War immensely
hurt the Chinese working class. Certain measures were employed by the

government who followed the path of the United States of America in
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decreasing the power and economic influence of Chinese businessmen.

, Consequently, the owners of capital in the large industries of Thailand are no
longer Chinese but Americans and other investors from western countries.
Chinese investors instead became the owners of medium-sized and small
businesses employing small numbers of workers. In some cases, Chinese of |
the working class strata were becoming professionals. However, there was
little regard for the social status of the working class. The Labor Law of C. E.
1956 was only a mechanism for attracting the working class vote. Yet the
Chineserworking class has significantly demanded improvements in their
social status. But the government has still used its legal power to issue measures
oppressing them in order to please capital investors who have supported the
government.

In regard to findings, the researcher wants to suggest the following:
Since the Thai and the Chinese in the period C. E. 1938-1957 under study have
mixed in Thai society, the majority of those studied emphasize governmental
policies singling out certain groups of Chinese. In this study, moreover, it was
found that governmental policy was governed by the intention to separate the
Thai from the Chinese. In view of the duality of cultures, this separation has

resulted in societal conflict.





