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This thesis investigates the impact of French colonization in Indochina
in respect to the former Thai tributary states of Laos and Cambodia.
Investigation are the changes in respect to administration policy from the time
of the reign of King Rama IV to the period of the administration of Field
Marshal Pibulsonggram (1856-1944) fostered by the French colonization of
Indochina.

Findings are as follows:

French colonization brought about the development of three significant
Thai policies to counter the French threat to Thailand’s national survival as an
independent nation. During the reign of King Rama V, administrative reform
was promoted through greater centralization of authority. The struggle against

France also led Thailand to becoming involved in the First World War, as well



220937

7 és, during the reign of King Rama VI. Finally, in the period of the
administration of Field Marshal Pibulsonggram, Thailand tried to reclaim
territory it foﬁnerly controlled from France.

The implementation of these three policies brought in its wake both
advantages and disadvantages. The implementation of these policies brought
more disadvantages than advantages in their wake. The policies led to a
concerted effort to modernize Thailand in a manner comparable to European
countries. As such, the Thai kings involved in this process were deemed
competent in carrying out the policy of modernization.

The third policy achieved its goals as formulated by Field Marshal
Pibulsonggram, and as a consequence, awakened public consciousness of the
importance of the political sphere. Nonetheless, certain disadvantages flowed
from this policy as well. Heightened nationalistic sentiments were carelessly
cultivated by the administration of Field Marshal Pibulsonggram, and this
intense nationalism has been passed from generation to generation. Such
intense and heedless nationalism is often to the long range determinant of the

Thai populace in respect to its deleterious effects on national development.





