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This dissertation analyses (1) the strategies utilized in reforming the

funding of higher education through governmental support at the tertiary
level. In this connection, analyzed are the support and promotion given to
both private and public institutions of tertiary education, along with the
governmental establishment of a Student Loan Fund (SLF) program.
(2) Additionally, inquiry is made of problems in and obstacles to
implementing said reforms. Finally, the researcher (3) provides recommended
guidelines earmarked for solving problems and overcoming obstacles to the

full implementation of this program of reform.
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Adopting a qualitative research methodology, the researcher conducted
in-depth interviews with members of specific target groups. The members
interviewed were nineteen administrators of agencies, organizations, and
public and private higher education institutions. Of the interviewees, two were
academics, two were government administrators, two were high-ranking
administrators at educational institutions, twelve were administrators at public
anZi private universities, and one was an administrator of the SLF. All of the
interviewees have been involved in efforts to implement educational reform.
Data taken from the interviews were analyzed and rational modes of
explanation were applied to the end of properly understanding the data.

Findings are as follows:

The support extended by the government and its promotion of public
and private institutions of tertiary education, along with the establishment of
the SLF to cover educational expenses, have been found to be overall
congruent with the strategy used in reforming higher education by creating
equal educational opportunity and striving to enhance educational quality. The
SLF has lent support to students from low income families, thereby enabling
them to study at a higher educational level and, as such, promoting greater
societal equality. However, it has not fostered quality education in the sense
that graduates produced do not match societal needs and the socioeconomic
development of the country.

Important suggestions in regard to the policies governing governmental

support for higher education are as follows:
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The government should have a clear policy that is genuinely
compatible with the budgetary requirements of the country. Close scrutiny of
budgetary limits and the rate of tax collection, the engine fostering economic
development, must be conducted in all aspects. Government administrators
must exercise due care in allocating monies for the support of higher
education. These allocations must adhere to set guidelines. The system of
providing funding support should be maintained. An analysis must be
conducted to ascertain the levels of demand for manpower that are necessary
for both public and private s;étor development by reference to the needs of
trade, services, and industry.

1. It is. of paramount urgency that problems be addressed which stem
from a hiatus or standstill in reforming the higher education funding system. It
must be ensured that public universities with limited enrollments adhere to
guidelines stipulating that graduates are produced who can meet current
socioeconomic demands.

2. As such, public universities with limited enrollments should analyze
trends and directions taken in the country’s development in order to determine
the actual needs of the economy and what could be done to meet
socioeconomic development needs in an efficacious manner.

3. Knowledge and understanding of the philosophical foundations and
conceptual framﬂework of governmental support for higher education must be
fostered to the end of gaining public support and cooperation in solving

attendant problems.
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4. An agency or committee must be established to analyze pertinent
information concerning the need to produce graduates whose training is
compatible Wifh developmental trends and directions. This agency or
committee would also be concerned with éooperating with the government in
determining the overall budgetary requirements for higher education.

5. Public and private agencies and independent organizations which
are able to analyze developmental trends should be urged to participate in
determining what demands will be férthcoming for manpower that would be
of service to the country as a whole.

6. A feasibility study should be conducted on what methods could be
used in effectively providing support for students who require support from
public funds for continuing their education. Such a study would be especially
concerned with making a fully-rounded investigation of the demand for such
funding.

7. Private companies who have expertise in evaluating assets should
be requested to ascertain the difficult-to-estimate unit costs of public
universities with limited enrollment in a thoroughgoing manner.

8. Universities should consider the benefits society will gain from the
expansion of educational opportunities at public universities with limited
enrollment by offering teaching and study curricula which would raise funds
and contribute to reducing the problem of producing graduates whose

educational background does not accord with current demand.
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9. The value Thais nowadays put on studying at the tertiary level
should be investigated in order to determine trends in this respect to the end of
applying this information to the question of demand for graduates of tertiary
educational institutions and related matters.

10. The Student Loan Fund should be maintained so that educational
expenses can be covered by students from low income families and those
impoverished, so that tertiary educational opportunities can be offered to

those who are economically disadvantaged.





