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Of the population in Thailand, the majority are agriculturists. The
accelerating growth of the population has greatly contributed to an unbalanced
and wasteful use of natural resources. Natural resources are not overall used
economically and efficiently. The consequences of this highly untoward state
of affairs are acute depletion and sometimes even exhaustion of natural
resources.

Nowadays there is widespread use of both fertilizers used for purposeé
of soil enrichment and insecticides used to the end of protecting crops from
being devoured or damaged by insects. Output of agricultural products is
thereby increased in response to virtually insatiable market demands.
Howéver, in the wake of the wide-scale and careless use of fertilizers and
insecticides follow an array of problems. These problems are either the direct

or the indirect consequences of inadequately controlling the application of
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chemical substances to agriculture. Accordingly, the untoward sequlae are
deleterious effects on the environment, the production of fraudulent agro-
chemical subétances, selling substandard or worthless fertilizers, and price
gouging.

The public sector has attempted to solve these problems through
introducing legal measures designed to ensure the quality of fertilizers and
insecticides. In this connection, enacted has been the Fertilizer Act, B.E. 2518
(1975) and the Hazardous Substance Act, B.E. 2535 (1992). In these
measures, it is stipulated that concerned agencies must exercise due control
over hazardous materials. Agencies charged with this duty are the Ministry of
Public Health, the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, and the Ministry
of Industry, et al.

The Act of Hazardous Materials B.E. 2535 (1992) is a major law
designed to control potentially harmful chemicals. Other pertinent laws are
the Consumer Protection Act, the Environmental Act, and the Public Health
Act. These laws exercise control and prevention in respect to environmental
dangers, hazards, and damage. Violations of these laws carry punitive
sanctions with adjudication carried out in criminal, civil, and administrative
proceedings. The laws differ in the domains to which they extend protection
or exercise control. Furthermore, the issue of the legal control of chemicals is
complex and vexed because problems can arise in areas of concern as diverse
as imborts, managerial practices, and advertising, not to speak of issues

arising from the actual practical use of agro- chemicals.
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In order to satisfy the demands of Thai consumérs, agriculturalists must
take into account the aesthetic dimensions of the products they sell. This state
of affairs is a major factor in agriculturalists using chemicals in the course of
producing the agricultural products they sell on the market. Both
agriculturalists and consumers must be made fully aware of the need to
provide safe agricultural products for consumption and to reduce the quantity
of chemicals used in producing them.

In any event, legal measures used in systematically controlling the use
of agricultural chemicals fall under the direct jurisdiction of the Department
of Agricultural Extension of the Ministry of Agriculture. But the private
sector also has a major role to play in protecting the public from dangerous
agricultural products. For all of those concerned have to cooperate in
responding to problems arising from dubious advertising and other misleading
promotions of the use of agro-chemicals. Particularly onerous is the fact that
advertising augments the use of these chemicals. Furthermore, the problem
should be addressed at the level of agricultural producers through fostering
local agricultural community control over these products.

At local administrative levels, committees concerned with the control
of agro-chemicals should be established. These committees should be
authorized to determine whether particular agro-chemicals are hazardous to
health and shoﬁld therefore be banned. Moreover, the Ministry of Public
Healfh should distribute formal announcements forbidding the use of certain

agro-chemicals because they have been determined to be hazardous to health.
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Local committees or other local authorities should be charged with the duty of
determining whether issued regulations concerning the use of agro-chemicals
are being punctiliously followed or are only being honored in the breach. It
must be determined whether agro-chemicals are being used carefully and
correctly in cultivating and harvesting agricultural produce for the sake of
safeguarding the health of consumers.

Moreover, members of the general public must be urged to cooperate
by paying close heed to the often dangerous consequences of placing far too
much value on agricultural produce that is aesthetically appealing or are
expensive items of conspicuous consumption. Also members of the general
public should be urged to pay close attention to agricultural produce produced
in their own locality and should do such things as patronize vendors of locally
grown vegetables and the like.

In deriving benefits from natural resources, the Thai citizenry should
be constantly mindful of the need to conserve and preserve the environment to
the end of restoring natural balance to the highest degree feasible. It is of
paramount urgency that all Thais firmly adhere to His Majesty the Kingv’s
philosophy of the sufficiency economy. If so, the natural resources of

Thailand could be appropriated in a constantly sustainable manner.





