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In this thesis, the researcher investigates (1) the relationships
between the demographical characteristics of selected students following the
Meditation Instructor Course and their needs as listeners to this program as
part of the community radio program services provided by Dhammamongol
Temple Radio Station. Additionally considered are (2) the relationships between
the demographical characteristics of these students and their needs for qualified

hosts for this radio program. Also inquired into are (3) the listening behaviors
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of these students vis-a-vis this radio program in addition to (4) considering
their needs to listen to the program.

Using a questionnaire as an instrument of research to collect data in this
survey investigation, the researcher collected a sample population for purposes
of investigation. As a finite population, the sample population consisted of
306 students from batches 20 to 22 who were followers of the aforesaid
Meditation Instructor Course.

Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the data collected were analyzed
in terms of percentage, mean and standard deviation. Techniques of inferential
statistics were applied in testing the research hypothesis. These techniques were
One-way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) and Scheffé’s post hoc S-test of
paired comparisons. The latter technique was used to determine whether
differences were found to hold at the statistically significant level of 0.05.

Findings are as follows:

In regard to the demographical characteristics of these students, it was
found that differences in gender, occupation and income were correlated with.
differences in the expression of needs to listen to the program under study.
The housewife group evinced a higher level of needs to listen to the program
than the group of civil officials or state enterprise employees. The group whose
monthly income was lower than 5,000 baht exhibited a higher level of needs
than the group whose monthly income ranged between 15,001 and 20,000 baht.

In regard to the needs for qualified hosts of the radio program under

study, it was found that differences in the demographical characteristics of
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age, educational level, occupation, and income corresponded to concomitant
differences in needs for qualified program hosts. The group whose educational
level was loWer than the high school level evinced a higher level of needs for
qualified program hosts than those whose educational level was at the high
school or vocational certificate level. The group of civil officials or employees
at state enterprises evinced a higher level of needs for qualified program hosts
than the group of private company employees. The group whose monthly
income was 30,001 baht or higher showed a higher level of needs for qualified
program hosts than those whose monthly income was between 20,001 and
30,000 baht. No paired differences were found in regard to the demographical
characteristic of age.

In respect to differences in listening behaviors vis-a-vis the program
under study, the researcher determined that differences between listeners were
found. In respect to the aspect of frequency at which the subjects listened to
the program in question, it was determined that this aspect was correlated with

~corresponding differences in the expression of needs to listen to the program.
The group listening to the program three to four days per week evinced a higher
level of needs to listen to the program in the aspect of content than those
listening to the program five to six days per week.

In regard to the needs fof qualified program hosts at the radio program
under consideration, the researcher ascertained that differences in the frequency
at which the program was listened to and the period of time spent in listening

to it were correlated with concomitant differences in the needs for qualified
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hosts. The group listening to the program on a daily basis expressed a higher
level of needs for qualified program hosts than those who listened to the program
once or twicé weekly. Finally, the group who had listened to the program for
a period of one to two years displayed higher levels of needs for qualified
program hosts in juxtaposition to those who had been listening to the program

for less than one year.





