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The objectives of this dissertation are to study: (1) the acculturation of
Chinese-Thai and the local people in Moo 1 Ban Lamplaimas, Lamplaimas
Sub-district, Lamplaimas District, Burirum Province; (2) the maintenance of
or changes in the cultural identity of the Chinese-Thai in Moo 1; and (3) the
factors affecting the maintenance of or changes in cultural identity of the
Chinese-Thai in Moo 1.

The research methodology consists of documentary research, and
qualitative research using an anthropological research technique of in-depth
interviews of 40 key informants. In the qualitative data analysis, the physical
features of the surrounding area and the neighborhood, as well as the cultural

identity and the hypothesis obtained from the in—dépth interviews are described.
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The findings are as follows:

1. The former pattern of the acculturation of the Chinese-Thai and the

~ local people as merchant-customer, creditor-debtor, gradually changed owing

| to i[he government policy, education, economic growth, and modernization. The
Ii(;c:é:ﬁ;préople learned to trade and to do supplementary jobs to increase family

- income. They became more knowledgeable, engaged in trade more with the

Chinese-Thai, and gained a higher social status.

2. The cultural identity of the Chinese-Thai in Moo 1 still exists in
Chinese schools, Chinese temples, Chinese clan associations (the Co-operation
Centre of the Chao-an Association, Lamplaimas Branch, the Lui’s surname
group), and the practices in annual religious rituals, namely the Mid-seventh
Lunar Month Festival, and the Chinese Thanksgiving at the end of the year,
including the annual worshipping rituals to gods and the ancestors, and the
practices of Mahayana Buddhism. However, the impact of government policy,
education, the surroundings, modernization, economic growth, the dialect and
the local culture, resulted in gradual changes in the cultural identity of the
Chinese-Thai in Moo 1 from generation to generation. They favored
governmental officials, became politicians, preferred speaking Thai, and used
Thai names and surnames. They pfeferred not to féém the Chinese language.
Some could speak only a few Chinese words, and some could not speak any
Chinese. Hence, there is a possibility that their Chinese identity will disappear

completely within four generations.
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3. The growing worldwide popularity of Chinese culture and goods has

a great impact upon the concept of the Chinese-Thai at present. They are turning
 th favor the Chinese identity, the culture of the motherland of their ancestors.
The 1dent1ty of Chinese culture, which had been fading, is becoming popular

again, though not exactly the same. Despite the practice of the rituals according

to their beliefs passed on for generations, the Chinese descendants at present
do not know the Chinese language, and Chinese customs. Eventually, the
~ practice of those rituals may become the only sign that they are Chinese

descendants.





