o 9
unfinte
nisfAny i zinsadanmdnyeiuiiesseu 43 Aun1IIsnuYIIYes
dovansudwmd . . 1988 — 2003 fisguszasd 3 Uszais Ae 1) eAnuInIsadhe
o 4 a v 4 9/ a 4
MMANEBIveIuNeed 9 43 NUsIng lunmsnsainvesdendarudiumia 2) iiefnu
AInnziamdnyelvesuiiess s g8 Mlsnglumsswnuinvesdentnsuduna
& a A ' - v v oy '
3) efnyiuSunmemsiliosvenlssmandiasmadesTanluudazdranafidwade
o U4 1 v 4 P
AMANYaiYeINNeBY 9 R NsInglumssisaivesdeuarudwend
: ¥ o o ¢ ‘g '
nisfnundall dunsAnuudquamlasinnzdnniemmsneausianag
’ § & a dda 3/ o a o g -
amvnnndedaiuinneatestuuness s 98 Hswaulasdeurnsudnia lao
Aadensisainlumisdefiuiunen Inaduaziinoastm?  unldidu Frunlums
a ¢
ARSI
HOMSANY Nud nszuIunIsad e IEnyeiuNIeeITu 9 AIUMITIBIUN
4 a a 3 o ' 1 { v
vosdeurarudued iiavuneld uuuusuvesniv fiond “«omassuing” Mlsingeg
} 4 v v
lunmdasnys waznmnawieuedludyge uazussy sWannumInemeIausssun
¥
ind i i umsifiansiud ifanaund dunnufasuseadeynnaludimisthousess
w1u guazfhouemmsfegasein Taninnisfearsuiaruldvinalimdequdnvas
wurilszms imnwmsiwhawnsesuledfuinanialanld uazdSuinmseiden

- f 4 v A o
ARATUYIANYINLITDIULTUD



179286

nmdnusivesuess i 43 flsinglunsssamsnvesdeuiasuduma fign
o 4 3 b 4 ] 1 [ o A o U4 o ] a
faassuosdennumanslutudu fieg 5 nmdnual Ao nmdnual “yaTlTyTuurana-,
wfeanginnuanuininas fuan”, “innmsdiesthedsdusyianmismin, “udjsang
4 ' ' o 4 oS &
amflumtiovesmsyilggnan” uaz “n3svmazinififoaaznsounsuNogaun1ser” i
1 (3 14 ]
inmsdemsuanuaenaueguauiduediuediaumariivesesru gifiauda 1
Finga1 i lsdrw iuifuiialdesnnr vazidoaduldussysdannunuisves
= 4 [-3 o { ¥ L} fd é
“lszniif lasiigni ldilludnds fisouue veunna gaanmeiaun Fadesmamsiniles
o o a ay a ¢ a4 1 o od a ¢ o
qua ” INTINANBY SuTVeNYNINNFUsIsH NiAudanga Asdsingnisal Suvuzveinssa
S o ] v v o
Bunead lumsidendnia Tl 1990 nagms ldnasedaluwa mundudnmeesunsens
Yy ¥
ar [ ' o 3 3 o 4 o
a1 48 Wl 1991 Maiinmdnual unuuaudand s Aldadundinsdesesldfuuess
a1 IuaznguAsAITINaIem
‘o w a A ’ a dw ¥ '
dmFumstine viumnemsdissveslszmeminazmniiieslanii 1ddnade
[y s P.3 1 ] 1 oA ) = ]
ANANY YOI NDBIY g Iuidass1aa1 N IngamsaiisondeadszmBTaslumin
] 1 4
Tudl 1988 i ldwindvingarwauleveslanuazdourasulandnasindsdladszma
' g v o o ¥
Tugeasnsnty wasneldifanmdnyslvesursessany 43 a1 lunmdeniuin
o @ U4 3 @ @ - v A o
2039 4 hnmdnvalveusen idlumsassestuigunamasmsnmmindesmsndu
»
dguiissninlszng amdnveiveusegminn1¥liiidsz@ninansnnduseeaunsein
ket [ y []
Snnabszmmlszngdlaoviinare ediudulinensnmswinlasulas uazgnadi
Q' J % ¥ # s i o - A
Wiinnummnonngayu diewaun lug “dydnveitfvgmlsznsilaonoldmsgaane §
.Y 9 VY a o e (] -~ o a 9 ] Yar b 1 Y ¥ o
Gunfealiiadfidnstaomdesuiiumsiiudoedssesldfufhededuetis daui
o o a 3 [ o w U4
803U 98 unzigurans Tuanieunndain uasdlsNAnmanualveaunensey ¢
) A v o9 oA a ] a U4
dhafisans Tavansudevesmsaediennuanuuralsznsy lasauysolivy uasiih

a a 4 4 d 4 o qwe o "o
munmﬂssmJ‘szmnﬂ‘lmunumgﬂﬂ%wumasuhinuwmomsmmmmu



ABSTRACT
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The purposes of this research are to study the construction of Aung San Suu Kyi’s
image represented in transnational media news reports, to study Aung San Suu Kyi’s image
representation in transnational media news reports and to study Myanmar and the World political
context which affects Aung San Suu Kyi’s image.

This research is a qualitative study analyzing news texts and pictures gathered from
news contexts published in Bangkok Post and TIME between 1988 -2003. '

The result of the study were that Aung San Suu Kyi’s image via the transnational
news media occurred under a language genre called “news discourse”. News discourse primarily
concerns the use of language and images.

Through the use of the powerful “news discourse”, journalists provide for their
readers easily accepted descriptions of the attitudes and ideologies of Aung San Suu Kyi and the
Burmese regime. Aung San Suu Kyi’s and the Burmese regime’s prominent characteristics are
described in language and concepts that are consistent with the readers assumptions and
worldview.

The image of Aung San Suu Kyi presented in transnational news media reports has

five main features; “The daughter of a national hero”, “Western academic woman”, “The
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Myanmar opposition politician”, “The female victim of oppression” and “The wife and mother
who sacrifices her family for idealism”. Whereas journalists have pointed out some of her more
obvious characteristics, they have also encoded the powerful image of a “feminine, weary,
vulnerable and harassed democracy in need of protection” to the readers. Since the victory of her
NLD party in the first general election in 1990 and the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize laureate, this core
image had empowered Aung San Suu Kyi and her allies in their negotiations with the Burmese
regime.

Moreover, the study of Myanmar and the world political context which affected
Aung San Suu Kyi’s image found that the 1988 demonstration for democracy was retrieved press
and worldwide attention to Myanmar after its autarkic policy in the Cold War period. While Aung
San Suu Kyi’s image of Burmese democracy had been emerged. Afterwards, in an effort to
return to the international community by forcing internal reforms, Aung San Suu Kyi and the
democracy movement efficiently used her newly solidified image in negotiations with the
Burmese regime. Later on Aung San Suu Kyi’s image gained more meaning and utility when it
evolved further to include “the symbol of oppressed democracy”. This significant symbol
demanded rescue and support, the phenomenon of Aung San Suu Kyi’s image was a great
advantage to the opponents’ movement and Western government against Burmese regime.
However, Aung San Suu Kyi’s image has been become propaganda in serving as a representative
of the struggling movement for democracy, and it’s also seen as a democracy discourse

constructed for political purposes.





