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This thesis investigates the problems in and obstacles to auditing for
purposes of revealiﬁg sources of corruption in the procurement processes of
tambon administrative organizations. Solutions are additionally proposed to
officials who are charged with dealing with problems attendant upon this
form of corruption in order to ensure transparency and efficiency in budget
management at the local level. |

Data were collected from the interviews of ten officers concerned with
such forms of corruption. These officers were employed by the Office of the
National Counter-Corruption Commission (NCCC) under the aegis of the Act

Concerning Offenses Relating to the Submission of Bids to Government
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Agencies, B. E. 2542 (C. E. 1999). Furthermore, in the course of this

qualitative investigation, the researcher collected requisite data from
documents aﬁd records in addition to technical books, articles, journals,
research and annual reports, theses and the electronic media.

Research findings are as follows:

Corruption in the procurement process at the tambon level takes several
forms. It can even occur at the level of initial project proposal, as well as
when mutual consent is given in the offering and acceptance of a bid.
Corruption can also be found when a project is actually executed or at the
time of project inspection.

Such acts of corruption have wide ramifications in Thailand. Not only
do these acts affect the management of tambon administrative organizations,
they also have impacts in the political, economic and social spheres in a more
capacious sense.

Conclusions derived from these findings are as follows:

1. Officers who are charged with the duty of procurement auditing at
the tambon level should be trained so as to have accurate knowledge of
official rules.

2. Tambon administrative organizations should submit relevant
announcements and documents pursuant to each project to those agencies
charged with direct responsibility for carrying out inspections.

3. Those officials engaged in such auditing should have their capacities
augmented. They should be technically trained in a fashion that would allow

them to respond effectively in a variety of circumstances to suspected fraud.
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4. Procurement regulations should be reconsidered and improved. New

ineasures should be found for preventing corruption.

5 Measures are required to prevent tambon administrative officials
from being suborned through the intervention of local politicians.

. 6. It is suggested that the Thai people be exposed to information
_concerning corrupt practices in society. They should learn that such practices
can destroy the fabric of Thai society. As a consequence, the citizenry would
learn to scorn corrupt politicians. Taking proper measures in this respect

should go far in solving the problem of corruption.





