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This thesis investigates problems stemming from bribing journalists
and what effects this has on the reporting of the news. Considered also are the
causes of bribery. Furthermore, investigated is the degree of ethical
awareness displayed by journalists in the face of being cognizant that factual
reportage is distorted by bribery. Finally, the researcher presents guidelines
which can be used to obviate the problems attendant upon the bribery of
journalists.

The sample population consisted of 200 people from two groups. The
first group was comprised of news editors or the chief journalists of daily

newspapers. The second group was comprised of journalists employed by
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Thai daily newspapers in Bangkok Metropolis. The instrument of research
was a questionnaire. .

Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the data collected were
analyzed in terms of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The
first hypothesis posited for this investigation was tested by means of the
techniques of ¢ test, F test, and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). The
second, third and fourth hypotheses po‘sited for this investigation were tested
through an application of the technique of correlation coefficient.

Findings are as follows:

1. Of the sample population of journalists investigated, the majority
were unmarried females between the ages of twenty and thirty. The majority
of the subjects were holders of a bachelor’s degree from a Faculty of Mass
Communication whose monthly income fell between 10,000 and 20,000 baht.
Most of the subjects were responsible for political news and had worked as
journalists for a period of between three and five years. Of the journalists,
those who were unmarried were responsible for entertainment news, a state of
affairs having differential effects on news reporting at the statistically
significant level of .05. This finding was congruent with a set hypothesis

posited for this investigation. However, the demographical characteristics of
gender, age, educational level, areas of reportage, income, position held, and
length of work experience were not found to be correlated with concomitant

differences in effects on news reporting.
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2. In regard to the relationship between the bribing of journalists and
news reporting, it was foun.d that overall the relationship was exhibited at a
moderate level (r = 0.571). Furthermore, in regard to photograph and news
blackmailing, a correlation at the highest level was found with effects on news
reporting. Nonetheless, the relationship was actually at a moderate level (r =
0.571).

3. The relationship between journalists receiving presents on special
occasions and concurrent effects on news reporting was found overall to hold
at a moderate level (r = 0.618). In reference to visits to newspaper publishing
offices, it was found that such visits correlated with effects on news reporting
at the highest level. Nonetheless, the relationship was expressed at a
moderate level (r = 554).

4. The effects of journalists comporting themselves in accordance with
deep-seated ethical principles and the corresponding effects on news reporting
was found to be overall correlated at a low level (r =-.301). In regard to
journalists being aware of the importance of news to the general public, this
state of awareness was found to be correlated with effects on news reporting
at the highest level. However, in this case, it was additionally found that there
was an inverse correlation with other variables. In other words, it was found
that the phenomenon of journalists having a high level of commitment to
moral and ethical principles and concomitantly havihg an awareness of the
importance of news reporting to the public was found to have the léast effect

on news reporting (r = -0.145).





