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“This thesis investigates economic factors affecting unemployment.

In carrying out this investigation, the researcher made use of relevant
secondary time series data from the period between 1987 and 2007. The data
collected were subsequently analyzed in order to isolate appropriate economic
variables using the technique of the linear regression equation and ordinary
least squares (OLS) method in order to evaluate the relationships holding
between variables.

Findings are as follows:

The variable of the total labor force was determined to be directly
correlated with unemployment.

Moreover, the variables of the consumer price index, the minimum
wage, the number of workplaces, and public sector investment were found to
be inversely correlated with unemployment, notwithstanding the variables of
unfilled positions ahd private sector investment. However, this finding was
incongruent vﬁth the hypothesis postulated for this inquiry.

'Finally, the researcher recommends that the government should extend
protection to agricultural laborers who do not fall within the penumbra of
official government protection. If so, liviﬁg standards for at least this section

of the labor force would be raised to a higher level.





