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This thesis investigates folk beliefs associated with Nam Pi iron in
Nam Pi, Thong Saeh Khan district, Uttaradit province. It is also concerned
with rites, traditions and customs connected with these beliefs insofar as they
impinge upon the way of life of Nam Pi villagers. Local wisdom stemming
from the use of Nam Pi iron in daily life is also taken into account in this
mvestigation.

In carrying out this investigation, the researcher utilized qualitative
research methpds in studying relevant documents and gathering information
on the basis of field research in order to ensure that reliable data were
obtained. Interviews with participants in pertinent traditional observances and

rites were also conducted.
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Findings are as follows:

In the course of investigating beliefs, rites, customs and traditions
regarding Nam Pi iron in consonance with the way of life of Nam Pi Villagersr,
it was found that ancestral practices are still carried out by the villagers.
Nowadays there are changes in the social, economic, and cultural conditions
as well as in the circumambient environment of Nam Pi village, especially in
view of modern cultural diffusion. Nonetheless, such variegated changes have
not affected traditional beliefs regarding Nam P1 iron.

Accordingly, the beliefs and practices evocative of Nam Pi iron still
serve villagers through allowing them to anchor and orientate themselves
psychologically just as their ancestors did in the past. This can be seen by the
fact that Nam Pi rites are nowadays still conducted along ancestral lines. Such
beliefs and rites have been preserved and passed on from generation to
generation.

In studying local wisdom stemming from the use of Nam Pi iron in
everyday life, it was found that there is continuity in how villagers have
incorporated the use of this iron into their way of life on the basis of
traditional beliefs. The use of Nam Pi iron as a natural resource utilized to
meet local needs invokes local wisdom in sourcing and processing the iron on
the bedrock of methods constituting a veritable cultural inheritance.

Villagers in Nam Pi village as well as those from nearby villages have learned
these methods and have accordingly benefitted from using this iron in a
variety of ways. This process is illustrative of how local wisdom has been
transferred, developed, and brought into use in an appropriate manner in each
locality so as to reap maximum benefits for all concerned. This process
Wadditionally shows how local wisdom can be conserved in communities and

society on a continuous basis.





