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In this investigation, the researcher is concerned (1) to study the
development of intra-party factions in the political system of the Kingdom of
Thailand. InveStigated are (2) the roles and operations of political factions as
instigating factors in changes made in political parties. Considered
additionally is (3) how intra-party factions develop into fully-fledged political
parties in their own right. As a case study of this process, the researcher has
chosen the Wang Nam Yen Group as an exemplary instance.

Findings are as follows:

1. Intra-party political factions are engendered by four salient factors.

These factors are (1) intra-party conflicts of interest and differences in
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political ideology, (2) patronage, (3) party mergers, and’(4) political

situations.

2. The roles and operations of political factions in respect to the
political system as a whole can be schematized in the following fashion:

(1) participation in politics, (2) roles in political parties, (3) job security, and
(4) the roles of political groups in society.

3. Political factions become isolated in political parties for the
following reasons: (1) party mergers, (2) party rules and regulations, and (3)
uncooperative behavior of party representatives and party members belonging
to other political factions.

4. The development of political factions into political parties is
governed by three overarching factors as follows: (1) factors of
administration, (2) factors of position allocation, and (3) financial
management factors.

5. The strengths and weaknesses of intra-party factions in political
parties are: (1) Greater attention is paid to policy proposals made by party
leaders in comparison to those proposed by members of intra—party factions.
(2) Intra-party factions are operationally more flexible and exhibit internal
cooperation at a higher level than is the case with parties proper. (3) Intra-
party factions work more efficiently and effectively in view of their greater
flexibility. However, what they do is less visible than what is done by
political parties in the strict sense.

6. On the basis of this investigation, the researcher would like to make

the following suggestions or recommendations: (1) Citizens should be
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“educated politically or otherwise it is likely that they will blindly elect
representatives without cencern for qualifications. (2) The opportunities for
‘political participation on the part of the citizenry should be widened. (3)
Political parties should be opened so as to allow factions to function in a free

and complete manner. (4) The government should provide more assistance to

political parties as they strive to become institutionalized.





