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This thesis has a tripartite structure. First are investigated problems in
the development of a system of democracy in the Kingdom of Thailand
(Thailand). Second is considered the political role of the People’s Alliance for
Democracy (PAD). Finally, third, taken into account are the means and
mechanisms whereby political participation in the PAD has been engendered.

The researcher embraced a qualitative methodology. This entailed
investigating reievant documents and conducting in-depth interviews with
twenty core leaders of the PAD, academicians, and demonstrators.

Findings are as follows:
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1. Serious problems in developing a democratic system stemmed from
theperlod in which Pol. Col. Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra exercised control

" over Thai politics. In the wake of the control exercised by the Thaksin

~ administration flowed new problems of a severe nature. Subsequently, the

* members of the general public were largely divided into two groups. One

~ group refused to accept the system in which Thaksin or his supposed minions
exercised control. The other group accepted this system because of personal
beliefs or because of the benefits this system brought to them. Moreover,
more recently the justice system has brought charges against former Prime
Minister Thaksin of great seriousness. It seems probable that he is guilty as
charged. This state of affairs has energized those who have been active in the
PAD movement, especially in regard to participation in demonstrations.

2. The political role of PAD is considered to be grounded in the
principles of participatory democracy in a direct fashion and as such has
obviated the normal processes of representative government. It does not
constitute an attempt to obtain benefits only for certain groups and does not
intend to seize governmental power. It is a non-violent movement that stresses
political morality to the end of terminating corruption through greater
transparency and fostering economic, social and political justice.

| 3. The participation of members of the general public in PAD was the
consequencé of Vunjust practices considered endemic to the Thaksin
administration. Participants were imbued with a sense of justice and were

desirous of providing greater social benefits to the citizenry. At the same
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time, contemporary conditions allowed for wide publicity in the mass media
m pu‘blications and ASTV which could receive electronic signals from the
Internet, cable television and satellites. As a consequence, such wide
publicity led to many more people joining the PAD demonstrations than
would have otherwise participated.

It can be concluded that the political roles exhibited by the PAD are
part and parcel of a learning process in which the citizenry will gradually’
become more and more sophisticated to the end of developing a fully-fledged
democratic society in Thailand. Such a development will accrue to the benefit
not only of those who study political developments, but also to those who will

participate in politics in the future.





