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This thesis investigates the conceptual framework governing the
Extension of copyright protection. The researcher is concerned to strike a
balance between the rights of those who own copyrights and serving the
interests of the public by permitting extended access to copyrighted work in
special cases. Particular consideration is given to using copyrighted work to
benefit the physically challenged. Finally, the researcher attends to problems
in and chalienges to the physically challenged in reference to having access to
copyrighted works. Relevant laws concerned with the physically challenged
are also studied in regard to the right of the physically challenged vis-a-vis
efforts to enhance their quality of life.

- Findings are as follows:

The physically challenged must have access to copyrighted works for
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educational purposes and to be able to earn a living. However, the physically
“challenged have physicéll limitations which differentiate them from ordinary
people. The upshot is that certain kinds of currently available copyrighted
works cannot be accessed by the physically challenged.

In addition, there are no manufacturers producing copyrighted media
specifically designed for the physically challenged. Although certain types of
media may be produced for the physically challenged, three are inherent
limitations to this process, which in effect prevents them from accessing
certain media. Accordingly, concerned parties, including parents, educational
institutions, and various organizations for the physically challenged, have
found it necessary to provide assistance through modifying copyrighted works
such that they can be accessed by the physically challenged. These works
include books in Braille or audio books which can be used by the visually
physically challenged. In other cases, sign language has been used in lectures
or subtitles in audiovisual presentations as a surrogate for sound in presenting
lectures to those who are physically challenged in respect to hearing, etc. In
any event, for those who are physically challenged, it is necessary that they be
given aid so as to be able to access copyrighted work pertinent to their needs.

The consideration or the Copyright Act B.E. 2537 (1994) in regard to
an exception to the stipulation pertaining to the violation of copyrights that
has the provision to give the right to the general public in an access and use of
copyrighted works without having consent and without paying to the

copyright owners found that the general public can access and benefit from
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existing copyrighted works without limitations in regard access. However, the
physically challenged need to have other people to give them assistance for an
access and benefits of the copyrighted works. The action for the benefits of
the physically challenged does not have any provision in the law in a clear
manner Which will benefit the physically challenged for an access and benefit
from copyrighted works.

Therefore, it is necessary that an amendment to the Article 55/1 be
made by giving a provision that anyone wishing to ask for permission to use
copyrighted works for the benefits of the physically challenged should file a
request to the Director-General by allowing the copyright committee to have
the authority in designating the payment and conditions of the use of
copyrighted works. However, it must not be an action for profits. It should
benefit the physically challenged in having an access and the use from such

copyrighted works





