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This thesis investigates (1) the relationship between the demographical
characteristics of selected high school students in Bangkok Metropolis qua
receivers of messages via the Internet and corresponding Internet exposure
behaviors. Additionally considered are (2) the relationships between interests
in and the need to use information technology, as well as the perceived
benefits gained from using the Internet and the Internet use behaviors of the
students under investigation.

The sample population consisted of 400 high school students domiciled
in Bangkok Metropolis. The instrument of research was a self~administered

questionnaire.
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Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the data collected were 'analyzed,
in terms of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. T-test and
one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) were employed for testing purposes.
In cases in which differences were found at a statistically significant level, the
technique of least significant difference (LSD) multiple comparisons was
utilized.

Findings are as follows:

Most of the students under study who were sixteen years of age had
exhibited exposure behaviors vis-a-vis the Internet at a higher level than those
who were fifteen years of age. Most of these students exhibiting behaviors of
having been exposed to the Internet displayed an academic achievement level
between 3.00 and 3.49. Those with an academic achievement at the level of
3.50 or higher evinced a higher level of Internet exposure behaviors than
those with an academic achievement level between 2.50 and 2.99. Regarding
Internet exposure behaviors, most of those students used the Internet to obtain
additional information in regard to their studies rather than using the Internet
for purposes of entertainment or making new friends.

In respect to Internet exposure behaviors, most of the student
respondents were more interested in obtaining follow-up information from
websites containing health and beauty data than those who searched for travel
and entertainment data for follow-up purposes.

Concerning the Internet exposure behaviors of the students under
investigation, the majority perceived benefits gained from reading news
reports and various articles, thereby becoming more knowledgeable and
obtaining information pertinent to the exigencies and contingencies of
qﬁdtidian life ’in addition to being able to engage in information exchanges
and to absorb foreign language skills through exchanging opinions with

foreign Internet friends.





