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The current increase in world population has led to problems of
environmental damage, especially in regard to the destruction of forests. Asa
consequence, various effects have followed in the wake of environmental
damage. There are water supply shortages and a lack of rain when seasonally
expected. The destruction of forests has led to flooding at times of heavy
rainfall because forests and vegetation hold the soil together and forestall
ruinous runoff of rainwater. His Majesty the King has seen the importance of
these problems and has initiated projects designed to solve the problems of

deforestation and to conserve flourishing forests. Furthermore, the military is



224931
“a major agency in accommodating His Majesty by taking responsibility for
B 'Vé'r’i’o’us royally initiated projects in this area of concern.

In this light, then, this dissertation investigates (1) activities affecting
environment management in regard to projects initiated by His Majesty the
King; (2) major factors in the military management of the environment
projects under study; and (3) problems in and obstacles to the environment
management of these projects.

Using a qualitative methodology, the researcher conducted in-depth
interviews in regard to model projects. The model projects accordingly
investigated were the Forestation in Honor of Her Majesty the Queen Project
in Suan Phueng district, Ratchaburi province and the project to conserve
forest resources and wild life in the forest areas of five provinces (in the
eastern region) and the Tha Takiap district, Chachoengsao province. Data
were collected on the basis of in-depth interviews of administrators,
professionals, community leaders, and the general public involved in the
projects. The data collected were thereupon qualitatively analyzed using
content analysis in order to provide answers for the three research objectives
posited for this investigation.

Findings are as follows:

1. The researcher found that there was an array of activities pursued
by the military affecting environment management. Thus, there were
reforestation projects, removing villagers from forested areas, allocating land

 for villagers to work, preventing deforestation, suppressing those who brought
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about deforestation, building awareness of the need to preserve forests,
 developing and maintaiﬂing water resources, and promoting applications of
the concept of sufficiency economy.

2. Major factors in the military management of the environmental
projects under study consisted of both internal and external factors. Internal
factors were the capabilities of administrators, internal processes, the amount
of budget allotted, and cooperation. External factors included community
cooperation, supporting agencies, continuity of policy, and knowledge and
attitudes of the general public.

3. Problems in and obstacles to the military management of the
environmental projects under study were manifold. The problems encountered
were undefined forest boundaries, no markets for output, mnsufficient water
resources, limited knowledge and capita)i on the part of the general public,
lack of trained personnel, limited and complex budgets, intermittent
evaluation, and a paucity of concrete indicators.

The researcher would like to offer a number of policy suggestions. In
these projects, it is well to integrate both private and public sectors in relevant
activities. Additionally, a foundation should be established for purposes of
gaining support from the private sector for projects such as those discussed in
this dissertation. A community fund should be established and co-operatives
utilized for solving problems of production and marketing.

Directly practical suggestions are the distinct demarcation of forest
boundaries, finding markets for forest products, creating awareness of the

need to conserve natural resources, allowing Villagers“to participate in
appropriate activities, coilducting proper evaluations, and using the concept of

the sufficiency economy in solving attendant problems.





