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Abstract

133877

The study of the social constructions of kinship and family in social network
of Iu-Mein ( Yao ) women in commercial production and patriarchy system , a case
study of Iu — Mein tradewomen in a market of urban Chiang Mai , has two main
objectives. The first objective is to study the relationship among them ; 1. the social
constructions of kinship and family 2. the social network contruction 3.power

relations of production and consumption of Iu — Mein ( Yao ) Women. The second

objective is to study the Iu — Mein ( Yao ) Women ’s cultural strategies and adaptations
under Commercial Production and Patriarchy context. The theoritical framework of
study are the development impact about hill tribe women , the social network of
women , the change of mode of production and women’s sexual control , and the
consumption of women.

This study is a feminist anthropology research which interest so much in
the social relation of production and consumption as power relations in everyday life
practice , and pay much attention in women’s empowerment in both material aspect
level and cultural construction of meanings level under male dominance in both hill
tribe society and * Thai ” society.

The result of study finds that the development of government and other
organization , have dominated by patriarchy system , are important factors to make

Iu-Mein( Yao )women migrated and far away from intimate life to big city. Each
generation , adult and youth , have own obstacles to have access to production
resources. Moreover the obstacles and production resources of each woman are
specified by the dynamic of her cultural spaces and interpretations. These show that
patriarchy which oppressed them is not the general or universal pattern as western —

white feminist have insisted.

Power relation in production and consumption , before and after the
migration to urban , have Iu-Mein( Yao )women 'roles which can be divide roughly
two asbects ; 1) The material aspect , i.e., the activities of occupation labor control
and informal social network , 2) The ideological or cultural meaning aspect , especially
to construct and compete for production resource accessibillity by complex and
various meaning using which are four characters ; 1) the old fashion or traditional
meaning | 2) the women ’s reinterpreted meaning 3) the women’s new constructive
meaning 4) the mixed or ambiguous meaning among 1-2-3 mecanings.

The social network of Tu-Mein( Yao )women has been constructed by using
the old fashion or traditional meaning essentially , the other meanings have been used
as minor elements. This social network has appeared as social space, the space of both
generation’s power relations of production and consumption.

Besides using complex strategies , most of their strategies has not been
appeared in aggressive, competitive , and dichotomy way, but in compromise , compli-
ance ,accommodate, graze, cry ,and silence way. These women have fought not only
for themself, but also for thier family members , to make their survive and to have their
self esteem under the fast change of social- economic structure which has been

dominated by male.





