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The researcher investigated diverse harpacticoid copepods in a seagrass
Halodule pinifolia community at the Eastern Marine Fisheries Research and
Development Center, Rayong Province. Sediment samples were collected
during low-tide in September 2007 (wet season) and January 2008 (dry
season) by using a plastic hand corer in the upper surface, a layer of 1
centimeter (cm.). The samples collected were thereupon fixed in a solution of

10 percent formalin and Rose Bengal for purposes of laboratory identification.



224934

A number of salient environmental factors affecting the harpacticoid
copepods under study — e.g., salinity, temperature, pH (par Hydrogén),

dissolved oxygen, organic content and grain size -— were also determined.

This study focuses on identifying various members of the family
Canuellidae (Canuellids) of harpacticoid copepods. Fifteen families were
found in wet season as follows: Ameiridae, Canuellidae, Cletodidae,'
Ectinosomatidae, Harpacticidae, Laophontidae, Longipediidae, Miraciidae,
Parastenheliidae, Peltidiidae, Porcellidiidae, Tachidiidae, Tegastidae,
Thalestridae, and Tisbidae. The most abundant family was Ectinosomatidae,
followed by Canuellidae and Longipediidae, respectively. In the dry season,
the same fourteen families were found as in the wet season, with only the

family Peltidiidae absent.

Representatives of the family Canuellidae were most abundant,
followed by Longipediidac and Ameiridae. The total average number of
canuellids was 8 ind/10 cm’ in the wet season and 14 ind/10 cm’” in the dry
season, and comprising both genders of three species of Scotfolana and two
species of Brianola. Brianola sp. 2 showed the highest abundances, both in

the wet and the dry season, at 6 ind/10 cm’ and 10 ind/10 cm” respectively.

The genus Scottolana exhibited a conspicuous characteristic by virtue
of endopod-1 of P2 posséssing a long mucroniform process extending to the
distal margin of endopod-2. Finally, a concaved pseudoperculum of the anal

somite was a conspicuous characteristic displayed by the genus Brianola.





