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The constitution of a country is the supreme rule for the national

governance, and Thailand has had 18 constitutions thereon. The provisions in
the B.E. 2550 Constitution, however, have some unprecedence in character.
The new principles which never appeared in any previous constitution have
generated major changes in Thai politics. Accordingly, they have become
critical issues with regard to the constitution. This thesis is aimed to examine
the new principles in the Thai Constitution, and political changes after the
promulgation of the B.E. 2550 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand with
two objectives (1) to find out the new principles and their elements; and (2) to

investigate major political changes after the constitutional promulgation.

The thesis is based on qualitative resegr’ch. The findings are that there
‘were phenomenal political occurrences due to three crucial sections in the
" B.E. 2550 Constitution. Those are firstly the dissolution of a political party
(section 237); secondly, the control of the cabinet by the parliament (section
190) ; aﬁd lastly,the ﬁe?eﬁﬁon of politibciansv\vxv/”i;ch conflict of interests (section
269). These elements appear to be new dimensions in Thati politics. It can also
be seen as the transition of the Thai political system from democracy through
elected politicians or “Representative Democracy” to democracy through

monitoring by the constitutional independent organizations and people or

“Monitoring Democracy”





