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This thesis delineates (1) the demographic characteristics of selected
St. john’s University students who participate in politics in Thailand.
Additionally considered are (2) the knowledge, understanding, interests, and
needs of these students insofar as they affect political participation. Finally,
investigated are (3) the political communication behaviors of these students
vis-a-vis political participation.

Using a survey research approach, the researcher used a questionnaire
as an instrument of research in collecting data from the 300 members of the

sample population.
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Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.
The hypothesis posited for this investigation was tested by applying the
inferential statistics techniques of t-test, F-test, one-way analysis of variance
(ANOVA), and least significant difference (LSD). These techniques were
deployed in order to test the relationships between independent variables and
dependent variables. The results determined were found to be at the
statistically significant level of .05.

Findings are as follows:

1. The majority of the students investigated were females between the
ages of eighteen and twenty-two. The majority of these students were also
studying at the bachelor’s level in the Faculties of Communication Arts,
Business Administration, and Liberal Arts. Additionally, they wére
ascertained to having been domiciled in the central region of Thailand.

2. Inregard to exposure behaviors vis-a-vis the mass media, it was
found that the student under study were recipients of general information
purveyed by various types of media. The most common source of information
for the students was television. At the highest level, they trusted the television
media in comparison to other types of media. This was because they could
receive news reports more quickly from this source than from others. The
majority of those investigated preferred the news reports televised by Channel
Three.

3. Differences in the political interests of these students were found to

be correlated with differences in political orientation. Students were interested
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in political news because of the presentation of news by the mass media, and
they were also interested in becoming politicians themselves.

4. Differences in the needs of the students regarding political news
were determined to correspond to differences in political participation. The
majority of those being investigated were exposed to the mass media in the
form of newspapers. They were exposed to newspapers on average
approximately two to four days weekly. The majority of respondents to the
questionnaire were interested in political news at a moderate level. Finally, in
receiving political information through the mass media, the majority most

commonly relied on the Thai Rat newspaper.





