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Fully developing transportation systems is an important feature of |
governmental policy in many countries in view of the intimate connection
between adequate transportation systems and healthy economies. Without
adequate transportation systems national economies become laggard
domestically and unable to compete internationally with other trading
nations.

In this light, then, this thesis investigates the evolution, concepts, and
principles of international product road transportation in accordance with the

conventions on customs duty in respect to international product transportation
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under the regulations and measures of the TIR Convention of C.E. 1975.

| Investigated also are domestic laws and international agreements that affect
Thailand in regard to the provision of facilities utilized iﬁ the international
road transportation of products. Additionally considered are the principles
and obligations under treaties to which the Kingdom of Thailand is signatory
by reference to apposite principles of international law and the Constitution
of the Kingdom of Thailand. This legal framework shéuld serve to provide
guidelines for develdping standards for a system of international road
transportation of products in Thailand which would be on a par with
international standards.

Findings are as follows:

There are five basic and significant provisions in the TIR Convention
of 1975: a provision applying standards for vehicle and container certification;
a provision pertaining to equity in tax burdens; a provision governing the
system of Transport International [de Merchandises] par la Route (TIR)
Carnet (document) document certification, a system ensuring that the burden
of customs taxes is equitably shared; a provision for mutual acceptance of
customs regulations; and a provision controlling access to products. Adopting
these provisions would eventuate in an enhancement of international
transportation of products and would indubitably prove acceptable to
neighboring countries.

Thailand has international transportation links by road with neighboring

countries. However, current legal measures differ in application from country
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to country. Criteria for licensing transportation entrepreneurs, the granting of
permits or c/ertiﬁcations.for transport vehicles, and criteria uséd n customs
assessments are not uniformly applied to all neighboring countries.

Nevertheless, it remains the case that Thailand is obligated as a member
of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to cooperate with
the other ASEAN countries by providing facilities for transporting products
by road across international borders. The obligation to cooperate in this
respect is additionally stipulated in agreements Thailand has reached with the
other member nations belonging to the group of Greater Mekong Subregional
(GMS) countries committed to economic cooperation. Agreements such as
these provide the framework for guidelines for transporting products across
borders on a par with the TIR Convention of 1975.

In any event, the GMS agreement will be put into force in the near
future. As such, Thailand has to make changes in consonance with the
provisions of the agreement. Thus far Thailand has started preparing by
virtue of ensuring that Thai laws are at least partially congruent with the most
important stipulations of the TIR Convention of 1975. Some researchers have

‘argued that Thailand should become a party to the TIR Convention because
in so doing it would benefit the international transportation of products,
thereby accruing to the economic benefit of the country. Thailand would thus
be seen as adhering to international standards in this connection. The furthering
of transportation links between Thailand and neighboring countries would

accordingly go far in fostering transportation links to all regions of the world.





