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The mass media are socially important and are inextricably involved in
the daily lives of the citizenry. The mass media are indispensable to individual
members of society since the these media afford them the opportunity to
obtain information, knowledge of facts and to consider criticisms of those in
authority. In addition, the mass media give opportunities to the members of
the general public to express personal opinions on topics of importance.

Accordingly, the mass media can serve as a powerful organ of inquiry
into how governmental power is exercised and whether governmental
agencies are following what is dictated or mandated by law. Such information
is vital to members of the general public who otherwise would remain

ignorant and powerless in the face of putative abuses of power.
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In performing such a role, however, the mass media are often charged
w1th having violated laws against libel and have had to face accusations of
_criminal liability for committing libelous actions. However, the researcher has
found that the provisions of the law of libel fail to protect those in the mass
media who are honest in conveying information and who are actually
benefitting the members of the general public.

When a charge of libel has been brought before a court of law, the
defense can rebut such a charge by showing that the information claimed to be
libelous is actually factual and can be verified, thereby providing benefits to
members of the general public. The law stipulates that if the defendant can
provide solid evidence that what was said was factual, is not gratuitously or
maliciously ad hominem in nature, and is of benefit to the general public, then
the defendant is not punished in spite of still being considered guilty of
libeling the plaintiff.

In investigating the law of libel, the researcher had cause to investigate
the legal approaches taken in this connection by the United States of America,
England, and the Federal Republic of Germany. In these foreign jurisdictions,
the defendant is not considered guilty of libel if bhe or she can establish what
has been alleged to be libelous is actually factual. If so, the defendant is
declared to be innocent of the charge of libel. However, this differs from Thai
law, which allows the charge of committing libel to stand, but desists from
punishing the offender if he or she can give evidence that the putatively

libelous material is actually factual and can be verified.





