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This thesis compares (1) academic achievement levels in Thai for
Careers of those who used co-operative (“Co-op/Co-op”) learning activities
and those who used normal learning activities. Moreover, determined are (2)
the academic achievement levels of those studying Thai for Careers both prior
to and after using “Co-op/Co-op” learning activities, as well as (3) the
academic levels of students who studied Thai for Careers both prior to and

after having used normal learning activities.
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Using thé cluster-random sampling method, the résearcher selected a
sample population of 80 first year vocational students enrolied in the first
semester of thé academic year 2009 from a research population of 280. The
researcher divided the members of the sample population into two groups of
equal numbers. One group of 40 students was the experimental group who
used “Co-op/Co-op” learning activities. The other 40 students comprised the
control group who used normal learning activities.

The instruments of research can be described as follows: (1) The
researcher utilized sixteen activities lesson plans for practicing skills as
accompaniments to studying Thai for Careers on the topic of “Speakiné in
Public” with eight lesson plans for “Co-Op/Cé-Op” and eight lesson plans for
normal learning activities. In addition, (2) the researcher made use of forms
for the evaluation of academic achievement on the subject of “Discussions in
Public” at the first year level of the vocational certificate course.

The data collected were analyzed using the Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences for Windows (SPSS/FW).

Findings are as follows:

1. The researcher found that the academic achievement scores of
students in Thai for Careers on the subject of “Speaking in Public” using “Co-
op/Co-op” Iearning activities was higher than the scores of those who used
normal learning activities at a statistically significant k:vel of .05.

72. The researcher also found that the academic achievement scores of

students in Thai for Careers on the subject of “Speaking in Public” of the
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group who used “Co-op/Co-op” learning activities was higher at the
statistically significant level of .05 after having studied using this progrém
than prior to the experiment. |

3. Nonetheless, the academic achievement scores on Thai for Careers
on the subject of “Speaking in Public” of the group using normal learning
activities was higher than prior to the study at a statistically significant level

of .05.





