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This thesis investigates the Internet use of selected Bangkok
Metropolis teenagers classified in terms of variant demographical
characteristics insofar as it affects familial relationships. In particular,
investigated are particular patterns of activities, behaviors, and interests
evinced by these teenagers as they impinge upon and intercalate with familial
relationships.

The sample population consisted of 400 teenagers studying at the
Matthayom Sueksa level (M. 1 - M. 6) in schools under the supervision of the
Basic Education Commission Office. The data for this survey research were

obtained from copies of a questionnaire. The techniques of descriptive
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statistics used were percentage, mean and standard de\}iation. The 1 test
technique was used to test differences between the means of the two groups of
variables. The F test technique was used to test the differences between the
means of more than two variables. The hypothesis posited for this
investigation was tested and found to hold at the statistical level of reliability -
of .05.

Findings are as follows:

1. Differences in the demographical characteristics of the teenagers
under examination corresponded to concomitant differences in familial
relationships in respect to gender, average academic achievement in the
previous year, familial income, parental marital status, and the number of
siblings. Thus, teenagers whose parents were living together and who had an
average monthly income of 20,000 baht, had a record of academic
achievement at a good level (3.51 to 4.00), and had ongoing familial
relationships differed from those subjects whose parents were divorced or
dead. This is because the former would be given parental care and would
maintain close ties with their parents, unlike the latter.

2. Differences were found in the behaviors evinced in the course of
using the Internet. Rubrics under which were placed the behaviors evinced
were the loci of Internet use, the number of days per week the Internet was
accessed, the number of hours per day the Internet was used, and the period of
time at which it was utilized. However, differences in the persons with whom

the Internet was accessed and agreements reached on using the Internet did
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not correspond to concomitant differences in familial rélationships. This
indicates that teenagers with good familial relationships exercised due care in
utilizing the Internet. The display of a proper understanding of how to use the
Internet and the perceived benefits derived from its use did not affect familial
relationships. Differences in when use of the Internet commenced suggest that
families were not initially supportive of Internet use, inasmuch as differences
in Internet use corresponded to differences in familial relationships.

3. Differences in the patterns of activities of the teenagers under
investigation in respect to searching for information, the development of
cognitive and emotive capacities through the Internet, and support lent to
activities both inside and outside the home environment did not correspond to
concomitant difference in familial relationships. This indicates that the
activities supported by (;ther members of the family were closely attended to
and fostered closeness, thereby eventuating in good familial relationships.
Therefore, using the Internet in this connection was not inimical to good
familial relationships. Moreover, the teenagers in question selected what |
activities to pursue in their leisure time and what activities they would pursue
in the family circle. It was nevertheless found that both sets of activities
differentially affected familial relationships.

4. Differences in the interests pursued thrbugh using the Internet were
investigated in terms of the search for information, to be entertained,
downioading data, communicating with others, pursuing other on-line

activities, and viewing various websites did not correspond to concomitant
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differences in familial relationships. This indicates that families found that
using the Internet could be beneficial. Therefore, in this connection, it patently
did not adversely affect familial relationships. Finally, however, requests for
constructing websites had the cronsequen'ce of exposing or disclosing private
information to different website operators. Consequently, differences in
requests for constructing websites were found to be correlated with

concomitant differences in familial relationships.





