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As an instance of survey research, this investigation is concerned with
ascertaining the levels of police officer understanding in regard to the roles
and duties of police officers in the southern border provinces of Pattani, Yala,
and Narathiwat. Also considered are the levels of adaptation evinced by the
police officers under investigation and the relationship b’etween having an
understanding of the roles and duties in question and being adapted.

Using the purposive sampling method, the researcher selected a

population sample comprised of 379 police officers carrying out their duties
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in‘the three southern border provinces in the period bétween the fiscal years of
2005 and 2006. A questionnaire was used as an instrument of research.

The techniques of descriptive statistics used in the analysis,
formulation and tabulation of the data obtained were frequency, percentage,
mean (X) and Standard Deviation (SD). Additionally, for testing purposes,
the techniques of #-test, one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), and
Scheffé’s pair comparison method were also employed.

Findings are as follows:

1. The police officers under investigation had an overall high level of
understanding of their roles and duties (X = 4.58). The police officers
understood their roles and duties at the highest level (X = 4.89) in respect to
manifesting loyalty to the country, religion, and the monarchy. In descending
order of significance next was the understanding of their roles and duties in
the aspect of maintaining bureaucratic secrecy (X = 4.80). However, at the
lowest level (X = 4.17) was understanding in respect to being punctilious in
managing the resources of the bureaucracy (X = 4. 17).

2. The police officers under study overall evinced a high level of
adaptation (X = 3.60). But adaptation in regard to the physical aspect was at a
moderate level (X = 2.97). Still, adaptation in regard to self-image was at a
high level (X = 3.62) with adaptation in the aspect of roles and functions
being at even a higher level (X = 4.10). The adaptation in the aspect of inter-

dependent relationships was additionally at a high level (X = 3.71).
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3. The understanding of their roles and duties of Police Officers had
relationships with adaptation regarding performance in positive way. (r =
.338) ata statistically significant level of .05

4. Police officers who differed in age concomitantly exhibited overall
differences in adaptation regarding performance, but not at a statistically
significant level. When considered in each aspect, however, it was found that
differences in the ages of the police officers under investigation differentially
affected adaptation in the physical aspect at a statistically significant level of
.05. Moreover, at the statistically significant level of .05, police officers who
were fifty-one years of age or older had a lower level of adaptation in regard
to the physical aspect of performance than those who were younger.

5. Of the police officers under investigation, differences in marital
status did not overall issue in differences in performance at a statistically
significant level. However, when considered in each aspect, it was found that
differences in marital status differentially affected adjustment in the aspect of
mutual-dependence relationships at a statistically significant level of .05. At a
statistically significant level of .03, those police officers who were married
had a higher level of adaptation in regard to performance than those who were
unmarried.

6. Police officers who were commissioned officers and those who were
non-commissioned did not exhibit differences in their adaptation to the

performance of duties at a statistically significant level.
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7. Differences in the length of time in which thé police officers under
~ investigation have performed their duties did not overall affect adaptation at a
statistically Signiﬁcant level. When considered in each aspect, it was found
that differences in the length of time in which the police officers under
investigation had performed their duties differentially affected adaptation in
the physical aspect at the statistically significant level of .05. Police officers
who had engaged in such work for twenty-six years or longer evinced a lower
level of adaptation in the physical aspect than those who had engaged in such
work for a lesser period of time.

8. Differences in the income of the police officers under investigation
did not differentially affect adaptation in the performance of their duties at a
statistically significant level. When considered in each aspect, however, it was
found thét differences in income differently affected adaptation in regard to
the physical aspect at a statistically significant level of .01. Police officers
with a monthly income of less than 10,000 baht had a better adaptation in the
physical aspect than those with an income between 10,000 and 20,000 baht
and those with an income between 20,000 and 30,000 baht at a statistically
significant level of .05.

9. Differences in the number of children supported by the police
officers under study did not differentially affect adaptation toward
performance at a statistically significant level.

10. The police officers being investigated who differed in age, marital
status, rank, period of employment, income, and the number of children being
supported did not concomitantly evince differences at a statistically
significant level in regard to understanding the roles and duties of police

officers.





