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This thesis investigates the perceptions of selected residents of
Sithan subdistrict, Phu Kradueng district, Loei province in regard to the
ecotourism information provided to them. Also considered is how this ecotourism
information affects the way of life of these residents in the aspects of economics,
society, culture, and environment vis-a-vis the demographical characteristics
of gender, age and educational level. Finally, the researcher is concerned to
isolate problems encountered by these residents in regard to their perceptions

of ecotourism information.

The sample population consisted of 279 residents of Sithan subdistrict,

Phu Kradueng district, Loei province.
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The techniques of descriptive statistics used in the analysis of the data
collected were percentage, mean and standard deviation. The hypothesis posited
for this investigation was tested using t-test and F-test. The methods of one-
way analysis of variance (ANOVA) and least significant difference (LSD)
paired comparison were also used in the analysis of the data.

Findings are as follows:

The majority of the residents were most aware of ecotourism information
provided by Phu Kradueng National Park. At the highest level, community
leaders became aware of this information because of interest in and need
for this information.

Overall there was a high level of awareness of ecotourism. However,
the awareness of the effects of ecotourism in an overall picture was at a moderate
level. When considered in each aspect, it was found that an awareness of
the effects of ecotourism in the aspect of economics was at a high level. On
the other hand, at a moderate level were the aspects of society, the environment,
and the arts and culture.

Problems were located regarding the aspect of information resources.
One such problem was that the center providing tourism information was

| inept in publicizing and distributing information in a continuous manner.
Inadequate also were the channels of information, especially notice and
announcement boards.

The test of the hypothesis posited for this investigation insofar as it

pertains to awareness of the effects of ecotourism in the aspect of economics
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vis-a-vis the demographical characteristic of gender showed no differences. In
contradistinction to this resuit, however, it was found that the demographical
characteristics of age and educational level overall evinced differences in
awareness at the statistically significant level of .05.

In regard to the awareness of the effects of ecotourism in the aspect of
society vis-a-vis the demographical characteristics of gender and educational
level, it was found that there were no differences in levels of awareness. When
classified by the demographical characteristic of age, it was found that awareness
in an overall picture differed at a statistically significant level of .05.

In regard to the awareness of the effects of ecotourism in the aspect of
environment vis-a-vis the demographical characteristics of gender, age, and
educational level, it was found that there were no differences evinced in regard to
awareness. Moreover, it was found that awareness of the effects of ecotourism in
the aspect of art and culture when classified by gender and level of education
indicated that there was no difference in awareness. When classified by age, it

was found that the awareness differed at a statistically significant level of .05.





