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This thesis investigates (1) the origins and evolution of the green
movement in Germany. It is also concerned with the historical development of
the green movement as it finally evolved to the stage at which a group of
green activists became directly engaged in parliamentary politics. Finally,
considerations are given to (3) the strategies and the struggles of the German
Green Party both prior to and after it became a coalition partner in a ruling
government.

- Using qualitative methods of research and descriptive analysis, the
researcher collected and subsequently analyzed data taken from documents

pertaining to the green movement and the Green Party in Germany in the
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course of carrying out this investigation.

Findings are as follows:

Green values have traditionally been embedded in the German societal
ethos. Cultural factors and traditional values have fostered green practices,
endeavors, activities, and beliefs. Characteristics of this ethos were such
phenomena as hiking in wooded areas, romantic ideas invoking aesthetic
values derived from the contemplation of natural beauty, striving to conduct
life in the spirit of nature, and wandering through areas of scenic natural
beauty. Corresponding reforming ideas and practices have helped mold
members of German society to become strongly conscious of ecological
issues and environmental concerns in addition to fostering a greater
appreciation of nature.

Th¢ ideology of ecological socialism has also wielded great influence
over the origins and developmeﬁt of greenism in Germany. This ideology has
had ramifications extending to many issues, including student concerns,
opposition to nuclear energy, movements for peace and women’s rights, etc.
In any event, the central core of German greenism has invoked basic
principles of social justice and fundamental commitments to ecology and the
environment, social equality and peace.

Later when the green movement in Germany finally reached a
culminating point when the Green Party was formally organized, there were
yet internal struggles and conflicts. One group, the Fundis (from

Fundamentalisten), was desirous of furthering green concerns without
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recourse to formal political involvement. Another group, the Realos (from
Realpolitik), engaged in I;arliamentary politics as they believed green values
could only be fully realized if state power were held.

At present, although the Greeﬂ Party has had a strong and growing
presence in German politics, the necessity to make comproﬁiises in order to
engage in parliamentary politics has led to strong criticism on the part of -
erstv_vhile allies. Nonetheless, during the period in which the Green Party was
a coalition party in a ruling governmental alliance, socially progressive laws
were passed in addition to measures closing nuclear power plants and
establishing energy taxes. It can therefore be said that the German Greén
Party has become a worldwide role model. In Thailand, green ideas are
beginning to arouse a new generation of Thais such that they are beginning to

become more conscious of the environment and ecosystems.





