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Cooperation in resisting terrorism of the nations in Southeast Asia has
come about because of having to deal with the common threat of terrorist
attacks. A keener awareness of terrorism has occurred in Southeast Asia as a
consequenbe of the attack on the World Trade Center in New York City on
September 11, 2001. All over the world countries have become cognizant of
the violence perpetrated by terrorists leading to loss of life and property and
with other deleteﬁous consequences flowing in its wake. Some of these
effects are psychological effects on the populace at large in addition to
economic effects.

The bombing of entertainment places in Bali, Indonesia on October 12,
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2002 'uxfiderscores the fact that countries in Southeast Asia must cooperate in
resisting terrorism in order to maintain and protect both national and regional
interests. More (importantly, the concept of establishing an Islamic state has
been used as an ideological weapon by terrorism networks all over the world.
In the Southeast Asian region, the Jemaah Islamiya (JI) organization is a
terrorist organization active in most of Southeast Asia. Its close relationship
with Al-Qa’ida, the international terrorist organization, makes terrorism a
threat to peace and security as well as to economic activities in the Southeast
Asian region.

This thesis formulates guidelines for the cooperation of countries in the
Southeast Asian region in regard to the problem of terrorism. Cooperation at a
bilateral level would involve preventing terrorists from crossing borders by
patrolling the borders. Cooperation at a multilateral level would involve the
use of economic measures as a leading factor in solving the problem of
terrorism and divided lands, as well as cooperating in the economic
development of border areas.

Such cooperation in resisting terrorism at the regional level such as in
the Southeast Asian region would include cooperation in patrolling the Strait
of Malacca and other waterways in the Southeast Asian region. Cooperation
in this connection would also involve the sharing of tools to resist terrorism,
exchanging intelligence information, reaching agreements regarding measures
to be taken in resisting terrorism, the enforcement of relevant law and

carrying out of proper legal procedures, coordination at the level of
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government leaders and operational—level officials, and the training of
officials in order to increase their levels of competency in resisting terrorism.

It is interesting to learn how to deal with the development of resistance
to terrorism by searching for means of cooperation in this respect in the
Southeast Asian region. In this regard, it is required that mutual relationships
be promoted which would be expressive of the unity of the nations of
Southeast Asia.

* This study used a descriptive approach in reporting facts and related
information regarding cooperation in resisting terrorism by the countries in
the Southeast Asian region and those countries having diplomatic relations
with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), as well as with
those countries represented at meetings of the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) meetings.

On the basis of the secondary data analyzed, the researcher provided a
study of national benefits and mutual benefits flowing from combating
terrorism. In investigating guidelines, mechanisms, and cooperation in
resisting terrorism in the context of the relationships between the nations in
the Southeast Asian region and those countries with which the ASEAN
nations maintain diplomatic relations, it was shown what were viable
approaches in coping with terrorist attacks in addition to providing
information on how to deal efficiently with the machinations of separatists,
irredentists and more localized terrorists.

The researcher has concluded on the basis of this study that countries in
the Southeast Asian region should trust one another and not be so suspicious
~ of nations with which they maintain diplomatic relations. ASEAN should
learn how to improve itself operationally in such wise that it could be more
effective in combating terrorism, thereby making Asia safer in view of the

terrorist threat.





