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The process for extraction and separation of alpha hydroxy acids from Ma chok fruits
(Schieichera oleosa Merr.'s) included the following steps: extraction with methanol, vacuum
_evaporation 10 obtain crude extract and separation the alpha hydroxy acids by column
chromatography. It was found that the acids Were—chcessfully isolated in chloroform/methanol
(95/5). From preliminary study by paper chromatography indicated the presence of three organic
acids. These acids were identiﬂepl by paper chromatography and IR spectroscopy compared
with standard alpha hydroxy acidé, citric, glycolic, lactic, malic and tartaric acid. The result from
paper chromatographic data showed that these three organic acids may be citric, glycolic and
tartaric acid but IR spectra of the acids were not similar to IR spectra of any standard alpha
hydroxy acids. From the result of this study, it was concluded that Ma chok fruits contained 3
organic acids but not alpha hydroxy acids. However, further study must be done to investigate

the type of organic acids present in this fruits .





