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The thesis has aims to study the concept of freedom from the perspectives
of Seksan Prasertkul and Jean-Paul Sartre, comparatively in 3 topics, they are (1) The
meaning of freedom (2) Influence of freedom on personal life and society, and (3)
Valuation of freedom in both ideas, in what ways it effects to human society. The
study is a documentary.

From the study, it was found that in the topic of freedom, both Seksan and
Sartre give meaning of freedom as important value and meaning for life. The
expression of freedom must come along with responsibility. However, there is some
difference between their opinions. Seksan’s opinion is that man canndt choose freely
in all occasions because man is still limited by other greater conditions. While Sartre
has opined that man himself is absolute freedom. Man can choose in all occasions.

On the topic of value of freedom on personal life and society, It was found
that if individual realizes the freedom, that person will pay attention to, and find out
its value and meaning for living. When each one applies freedom to oneself it also
implies that he makes it for society, too. Their difference is as follows. For Seksan,
man can develop spiritual freedom; up to gain liberation as a final aim of life by
purify one’s own mind. While Sartre sees mental freedom as man’s entity which
realized the freedom. On realizing that, man is subjected to suffering. Suffering is

with man forever.

On the topic of freedom’s effect on society, both share opinions that such
effect is related to human’s value and responsibility, which individual must takes
responsibility to oneself as well as society. Even though Sartre proposes absolute
freedom, it doesn’t mean that he encourages people to do whatever they want
arbitrarily. He believes each will choose the best for oneself, which casually resulting
in the best for society. According to Sartre, when individual chooses, he/she chooses
on behalf of all human beings. It is a creative way with a realization of the
consequences. That is he/she must take responsibility for all. In brief, their freedom is
creative one, and is alternative way for the person who seeks for value and meaning in
life.





