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This research aimed to: 1) study the state universities’ presidential selection
process, and 2) compare Ramkflamhaeng University’s presidential selection process
with those of other state universities. Samples of the study were 33 universities
consisting of 18 conventional universities, eight Rajabhat universities, one
Rajamangala university, and six open-admission universities. Data regarding the
presiaential selection process had been drawn from the documents on current rules and
regulations governing the presidential selection process and the University Acts.
These documents were obtained directly from the 33 sampled universities. Analyses of
data had been done using frequency and percentage. Ramkhamhaeng University’s

presidential selection process was, then, compared with those of other 32 universities.

Findings of the research were as follows:

1. All state universities stipulated the following selection procedures:

1.1 The University Council appointed a committee responsible for the
selection process. In all universities, except Ramkhamhaeng University, this
committee was named “The Presidential Selection Committee.” Ramkhamhaeng
University called it “The Presidential Selection Directing Committee.”

1.2 The Committee specified two application methods, namely, a
nomination by person(s) in and/or outside the university and an application in person.

1.3 The Committee made public announcements on the required
qualification of the applicants, the selection methods, and the application timetable.
The Committee might approach qualified individuals (if any) to enter the selection

process.
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1.4 After scrutinizing the applicants or consenting qualified individuals’
personal qualifications ‘;o ascertain that they satisfied the requirements, the Committee
provided some forms of forums for them to present their administrative vision or
‘administrative policy platforms to the University Council and/or the public.

1.5 The Committee nominated the selected qualified applicant for
consideration by the University Council.

1.6 The Univérsity Council forwarded the name of the nominated
individual for formal appointment by His Majesty the King.

2. The comparison between Ramkhamhaeng University’s selection
process and those of other universities revealed that Ramkhamhaeng University and
other universities specified a selection process, due to different rules and regulations
governing the presidential selection process and the University Act of each particular
university, as follows:

2.1 The Presidential Selection Committee at Ramkhamhaeng University
and other universities had the same composition — that was — one honorable committee
member from the University Council chaired the selection committee. The number of
committee members ranged from 5-13 persons, depending on each university’s
regulation. Some universities appointed representatives from individual working units
in the university as the selection committee members.

2.2 Ramkhamhaeng University and other universities specified the same
qualifications for the presidential applicants, which were: 1) having a minimum of
bachelor degree or an equivalent from a university or a higher education institute,

recognized by the University Council, 2) having teaching experiences or experiences
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in the administration of a university/higher education institute, recognized by the
University Council, and 3) a term of the presidential tenure was four years, and a
president may serve no more than two consecutive terms. However, some universities
specified a two-year term.

2.3 Ramkhamhaeng University and other universities maintained the same
application methods, a direct application or a nomination.

2.4 Ramkhamhaeng University’s selection criteria involved secret balloting
by three groups of eligible voters consisting of instructors, administrative and
academic supporting staffs, and students. Some universities’ selection criteria covered
selecting, screening, and public hearings. Whereas some universities selection criteria
required a wide-ranging search for qualified applicants through nomination, opening
for application, approaching suitable candidates, and/or interview. After these
procedures had been completed, the Presidential Selection Committee submitted its
nomination to the University Council.

2.5 The University Council, then, forwarded the name of the nominated

individual for a formal appointment by His Majesty the King.





