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“The Participation of Bangkok Residents in Solid Waste Management”
is a study of factors affecting the participation of these residents in solid waste
management. The study addresses this participation within the conceptual
framework afforded by two categories of solid waste manégement, Viz., source
reduction and recycling methods.

The objectives of this investigation are (1) to inquire into the level at
which these Bangkok residents participate in solid waste management, as well
as the methods they use in dealing with solid waste management. Additionally

examined are (2) factors affecting the participation level of Bangkok residents.
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Finally, examined are (3) problems in and obstacles to Bangkok’s solid waste
management and the participation of its residenté.

Deploying the ?echnique of survey research, the researcher used a
questionnaire as an instrument of research to gather data from “household
solid waste management’s decision makers” in Bangkok. These members of
the sample population were selected by means of the technique of stratified
random sampfiné. Logistic regression analysis was employed for purposes of
data analysis. In addition, in-depth interviews wer;a also used to gather data
concerning problems in, obstacles to, and suggestions concerning solid waste
management and the participation of Bangkok residents in solid waste management.
In-depth interviews were conducted with operational officers and executive-
level personnel in addition to some scholars, businessmen, and experts in
solid waste management who are engaged in promoting the participation of
residents.

Findings are as follows:

1. A majority of households had participated in solid waste management

 through either source reduction or the use of recycling methods at 74.75 percent
and 77.25 percent, respectively. In addition, those who had participated in both
waste reduction and recycling accounted for 73.75 percent of those surveyed.

2.A majon'ty of the households evinced the highest level of participation
atlevel 1 in respect to source reduction. In this connection, it was found that
they participated in solid waste management on the basis of having received

 data and information via television. As for those participating through recycling,
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they were at level 3 in view of having been motivated by the prospect of
receiving subjective benefits for participation in the form of cash or gifts.

3. An application of the logistic regression equation allowed for the
precise prediction of participation in solid waste management using source
reduction and recycling methods, thereby accounting for 75.80 percent and
78.00 percent, respectively, of those sampled at the statistically significant
level of .OOI.LDémographic, social and economic factors—income, area of
residence and type of residence—were shown to Bear a statistical influence on
participation in regard both to source reduction and recycling.

4. Attitudes toward participation and the solid waste management of
the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) bore no influence at a
statistically significant level on the participation of Bangkok residents in solid
waste management. This finding contradicted the findings of the sﬁdy of
Verba and Nie (1972), who suggested that individual attitudes bear relationships
of statistical significance to individual participation. On the other hand, the
researcher’s findings lent support to the study of LaPiere (1934) in which it
was suggested that individual attitudes bore no relationship to individual
behaviors.

5. The main problems in and obstacles to solid waste management in
Bangkok are as foilows: (1) Food waste is the most important problem, inasmuch
as it accounts for 40 percent of overall solid waste. Inasmuch as all food waste
cannot be collected in a single operation, the result is pollution brought about

by uncollected decaying food waste. (2) Policies are constantly changing,
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a state of affairs leading to inconsistency in policy applications. (3) Renting
private trucks for solid waste collecﬁon brings in its wake a detrimental
inflexibility in solid waste management at each district office. Finally, (4)
people are lackadaisical about participation and may not have sufficient time
to participate.

The researcher would like to proffer the following suggestions:

1. The BMA and related organizations should concentrate on the
recycling method of solid waste management in light of researéh findings
showing that those Bangkok residents who participated at the “highest level”
were motivated by the prospect of receiving subjective benefits in the form of
cash or gifts. Therefofe, providing economic inducement will bring about
greater levels of participation in solid waste management.

2. The solid waste management technique of recycling is an interesting
operational process. In addition, most Bangkok residents perceive and understand
the fundamentals of solid waste recycling. Hence, the whole process of recycling
should be studied starting from the beginning and following the whole process
to its end. Such an investigation would focus on how people are connected
with and involved in each stage of the process. It could then be ascertained
whether participants stand to gain or lose benefits at each stage. It could
subsequently be determined whether participation brings about economic
benefits to participants. Most importantly, this would reveal just how individuals

could effectively participate in each stage of the process.





