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This thesis investigates and compares information seeking behaviors of

inmates at the Central Women Correctional Institution. Additionally considered
are the information needs of selected prisoners, as well as problems and obstacles
they encounter in the course of searching for information.

| The sample population consisted of 343 prisoners incarcerated in the
Central Women Correctional Institution. The instrument of research was a
questionnaire. The techniques of descriptive statistics utilized were percentage,
mean (X ) and standard deviation (SD). In addition, the techniques of t-test

-and F-test were also employed for testing purposes.



227320

Findings are as follows:

The majority of the prisoners under study are less than thirty years of
age and are Buddhists who are Thai citizens with domiciles in Thailand. They
have been educated at the Matthayom Sueksa level. They have been employed
as general employees at an average monthly income lower than 10,000 baht.
Most bave committed drug-related offences with the severest sentences entailing
incarceration }or a period of from ten to fifteen years. Their current vocational
training mostly involves foreign language training.

1. The majority of these female prisoners had high levels of need for
information regarding vocations, especially those involving food and nutrition. In
regard to the need for information on entertainment, it was found that they most
frequently evinced the need for information in regard to short stories. Also at _
a high level was evinced the need for information pertaining to documentary
studies and general academic matters, as well as the need for general information.

2. In regard to information seeking behaviors, it was found that the female
prisoners under study most frequently searched for sources of information
in the general book room. The most frequent method used in seeking for
information was to obtain information from reading books, textbooks,
reference books, and other printed materials. |

3. Overall, the problems and obstacles they confronted in the course of
seekiﬁg for information were at a moderate level. When considered in each
aspect, it was found that a lack of information resources presented problems

and obstacles in the search for information at the highest level.
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4. Female prisoners who differed in the demographical characteristics

of age, religion, nationality, occupation, and income exhibited no concomitant
differences in‘their needs for information. This finding was incongruent with
the hypothesis posited for this investigation. On the other hand, female prisbners
who differed in educational levels, type of offence and whether they had received
the severest sentences concomitantly differed in their needs for information at
a statistically ;igniﬁcant level. This finding was congruent with the hypothesis
posited for fhis investigation.

5. Female prisoners who differed in religion and nationality did not
exhibit corresponding differences in their information seeking behaviors. This
finding was incongruent with the hypothesis posited for this investigation.
Additionally, female prisoners who differed in the demographical characteristics
of age, educational level, occupation, income, type of offence, and whether
they had received the severest sentences also exhibited différences in their
information secking behaviors at a statistically significant level. This final

finding was congruent with the hypothesis posited for this investigation.





