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‘The objective of this study was to compare the academic performance of CMU dental
students and to investigate the number of students withdrawing early and the reasons for withdrawal.
Data were collected from the registration office of CMU dental school. The academic records of the
students in classes with an initial code 41 to 45 were included. Students were assigned into threc
groups according to what entrance examination they took to enter dental schooi; special éntrance
program, northern quota exam, and general entrance exam. Their dental school grade point average
and scores in all dental school courses were compared. Descriptive statistics and ANOVA were used
in analysing the results. The students from the general entrance exam group had the highest rate of
withdrawal. There was no significant difference in the gradc point average among all three groups.
Most of the siudents in every group had thcir GPA range from 2.75-3.24 except that the class with
the initial code 45 had the majority of students with a GPA range from 2.00-2./4. There was no
difference in the percentage of students in any group with the GPA above 3.25. The GPA of all the
courses (basic sciences, medical sciences, clinical practice) were not significantly different among
three group of students. However, the students in the class with zn initial code of 45 had higher GPAs
in the basic sciences course thaa did others (p< 0.003). Students from three different entrance
examinations peiformed equally well in dental school. However, students from general entrance
examinations had the highest rate of withdrawal. CMU dental school should consider the method of

accepling students from each entrance examination to achicve a higher rate of graduation.
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