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This dissertation investigates (1) the relationship of civil society to
community enterprises. Additionally considered is (2) the process whereby
strong community networks can be developed, as well as the role of civil
society in fostering the development of community enterprises.

Using qualitative research methods, the researcher selected eight
sample groups by means of an application of the purposive sampling
technique. These members belonged to a number of groups and organizations,
particularly groups of civil society activists involved in community
enterprises. The eight sample groups were as follows: (1) Sadja Savings,

Banna Isan with 800 members; (2) Iddin Banna Isan with 16 members; (3) the
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Mulberry and Silkworm Cultivator Group with 31 members; (4) the Institute
for Savings for the Development of a System for Perfect Health and
Community Welfare in Lampang province with 4,670 members; (5) Mai
Riang Education and Community Development Center with 40 members; (6)
a Thai traditional medicine and herbs for health group with 12 members; (7)
Mai Riang Garden Agriculturists with 197 members; and (8) the Mai Riang
Subdistrict Munfcipality Fruit group with 35 members.
Data for this investigation were collected from documents, in-depth
interviews, and through participatory observation.

Findings are as follows:

The relationship between civil society in respect to groups,
organizations, members, and networks were found to be correlated with
community enterprises in the following aspects:

(1) The establishment of groups, organizations, and ¢ivil Society
activities derived from the factor of maintaining a community culture of
“generosity and sharing.” In addition, the factor of community leaders or
representatives was determined to be correlated with the factor of civil
officials or government agencies whose work performance matched the needs
of organized groups by virtue of having the objective of being responsive both
to the needs of group members and government policy.

(2) The development of organizations and management were conducted
through committees rather than through a single leader as was the traditional

societal norm. The committee members were chosen and appointed from
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members of the groups themselves. The operations of each group were guided
by clear statements of mission by reference to group objectives. New
activities were adjusted or added in accordance with the circumstances.

(3) The expansion of community organizations and the links with
networks were of three types: links of networks within the area or between
internal organization groups, links between external networks, and links to
both internal and external networks.

(4) The existence of strong organizations was made possible by means
of a strong administrative committee or community leaders, community
participation in the process, operations conducted in the form of networks,
attention being paid to natural resources and complete ecosystems and to a
variety of communities, support from external organizations, and the process
of building a learning community.

The process of developing a strong community network of groups,
organizations, and civil society action groups commenced with the
establishment of organizational groups, civil society activities, the
development of organizations, the expansion of community organizations, and
the existence of strong organizations. An important factor that determined the
strength of civil society was the capacity to organize management processes
in a continuous manner and the capacity to develop the potentialities of the
organization so as to develop the capacity to solve social, economic, cultural,

and environmental problems.
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The role of civil society in the development of community enterprise is
found at three levels. The first level of community enterprise encompasses
self-dependence in accordance with the philosophy of the sufficiency
economy as instantiated by eight groups and organizations.

The second level of community enterprise is associated with
community enterprise and networks evincing readiness to develop products
and services for the sake of additional income in conjunction with the eight
groups and organizations.

The third level of community enterprises stems from community
enterprise and networks being able to develop products and services meeting
appropriate standards so as to generate income for the sake of the welfare of
members. Four groups and organizations were seen to fall under this
characterization.

Recommendations are as follows:

(1) The operation of groups, organizations, and civil society activities
should be conducted in a continuous and consistent manner so as to be
efficient.

(2) Management should be carried out by reference to stricter rules and
regulations.

(3) Links to nefworks should be expanded to cover all networks.

(4) The mobilization of capital in rural areas in accordance with
government policy to stimulate the economy is incongruent with the concept

of civil society activism.
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(5) Efficient performances by the government, ﬁrivate business, and
civil society sectors should be developed.

(6) Thé public sector should be earnest in adopting measures that
would persuade the private business sector to become engaged by earmarking
funds for supporting groups, énd civil society. This could be affected by
providing tax deductions for those organizations which donate funds in this
connection. |

(7) The government should provide intellectually rigorous assistance to
groups, organizations, and civil society activities so as to foster higher levels

of work capabilities.





