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In this thesis, the researcher investigates and compares problems
encountered by teachers in teaching the mathematics strand in schools under
the supervision of the Buri Ram Educational Service Area Office 2.
Comparisons are made by reference to the demographical characteristics of
gender, age, educational qualifications, teaching experience, and teaching
levels.

Using the stratified random sampling method, the researcher selected a
sample population of 357 teachers in schools under the supervision of the Buri

Ram Educational Service Area Office 2 who were teaching in the academic

year 2008.
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The instrument of research was a questionnaire regarding problems in
teaching the mathematics strand couched at the reliability level of 0.9842.
The reliability level was determined through an application of the Cronbach’s
Alpha Coefficient technique.

Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data obtained in terms of mean and standard deviation. Hypothesis testing was
conducted using the techniques of t-test and one-way analysis of \'rariance
(ANOVA).

Findings are as follows:

1. The researcher found that problems in teaching the mathematics
strand were at a high level in all aspects. When considered in each aspect, it
was found that the aspects for which problems were at the highest level were
instructional planning; media and the use of instructional media; and
educational measurement and evaluation. On the other hand, the aspect of
organizing activities for instruction and study was found to be a problem only
at a moderate level.

2. The results of hypothesis testing in regard to differences in the
demographical characteristics of gender, age, educational qualifications,
teaching experiences and teaching levels vis-a-vis differences in problems in
teaching the mathematics strand are as follows:

2.1 The teachers under study who differed in gender did not exhibit
concomitant differences in problems in teaching the mathematics strand in an

overall picture at the statistically significant level of .05. Furthermore, when
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considered in each aspect, it was found that there were no differences at the
statistically significant level of .05 in the aspects of instructional planning; the
aspect of organizing activities for instruction and study; the aspect of media
and the use of instructional media; and the aspect of educational measurement
and evaluation.

2.2 The teachers under study who differed in age did not display
corresponding differences in problems in teaching the mathematics strand in
an overall picture at the statistically significant level of .05. Additionally,
when considered in each aspect, it was found that there were no differences at
the statistically significant level of .05 in the aspects of instructional planning;
the organization of activities for instruction and study; the media and the use
of instructional media; and educational measurement and evaluation.

2.3 The teachers under study who differed in educational
qualifications did not manifest differences at the statistically significant level
of .05 in respect to problems in teaching the mathematics strand in an overall
picture. Moreover, when considered in each aspect, it was found that there
were no differences at the statistically significant level of .05 in the aspects of
instructional planning; the organization of activities for instruction and study;
and educational measurement and evaluation. Nonetheless, differences were
found at the statistically significant level of .05 in the aspect of media and the
use of instructional media.

2.4 The teachers under study who differed in teaching experiences

showed parallel differences at the statistically significant level of .05 in
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having problems in teaching the mathematics strand in an overall picture.
When considered in each aspect, it was found that there were no differences at
the statistically significant level of .05 in the aspects of instructional planning
and the media and the use of instructional media. Nevertheless, differences
were found at the statistically significant level of .05 in the aspects of the
organization of activities for instruction and study and educational
measurement and evaluation. |

2.5 The teachers under study who differed in teaching levels did not
differ at the statistically significant level of .05 in regard to problems in
teaching the mathematics strand in an overall picture. When considered in
each aspect, it was also found that there were no differences at the statistically
significant level of .05 in the aspects of instructional planning; the
organization of activities for instruction and study; and educational
measurement and evaluation. On the other hand, differences were found at the
statistically significant level of .05 in the aspect of media and the use of

instructional media.





